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City moves forward on sewer
partnership with Braselton

Next step
The City of Oakwood is now focusing on
acquiring land easements for construction

Rain and cold slowing
Thurmon Tanner work

The City Council expects to award a contract
in March for construction of the force main
project. Construction is scheduled to be
completed by the time the new pump
station is operational in October. Meanwhile,
the Town of Braselton is working toward
building its own sewer line, scheduled for
completion in February 2011, to connect
with the Oakwood system.
See more on Oakwood’s sewer plan inside.

Census time: Stand up and
be counted
Special Events: Stream and
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Sewer – Oakwood’s ‘Unsung Hero’
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Find your role: Volunteer
opportunities available

of a 7.5 mile, 12-inch force main pipe that
will connect to the Braselton wastewater
treatment plant in Jackson County. A majority
of the easement acquisitions already have
been completed.

Building the Future Together:
Sheri Clark Millwood
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Department Spotlight:
Oakwood Police

Oakwood Mayor Lamar Scroggs and former Braselton
Mayor Pat Graham shake hands after signing the OakwoodBraselton Sewer Agreement.
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“Our decision to move forward on this
project fulfills our promise to meet the
long-term sewer needs in the Winder
Highway corridor,” says Mayor Lamar
Scroggs. “It also signals that the economic
recovery, particularly in Hall County, is
moving forward.”

page 4 page 3

We would like to invite your company to be
an ad sponsor of this newsletter along with the
City of Oakwood. Please call Patti Doss-Luna at
770.534.2365, ext. 25 to reserve your sponsorship.

The pump station is part of a major sewer
partnership between Oakwood and
Braselton formed back in late 2006. Under
the agreement, Braselton will provide
wastewater treatment for up to 2.5 million
gallons a day. Some businesses already
have purchased options to ensure their
ability to tie into the Oakwood sewage
system upon its completion.

City hosting YMCA Healthy
Kids Day
page 3

Be a partner in Oakwood’s future

page 2

Se e in si

The Oakwood Pump Station on Martin
Road is scheduled for completion this fall.
A Covington, Ga. firm, Allsouth Constructors, was selected in a competitive bid
process to build the $1.1 million station.
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Construction is now underway on a sewage
pump station in the Winder Highway
corridor that represents the first step in
a key partnership between the cities of
Oakwood and Braselton.

Citizen questions & answers

As City has grown, community policing ‘never left town’

The City of Oakwood Police Department has
always concentrated on community policing.

Oakwood Police
Chief Randall Moon
(left) tells his new
officers that “in a
large city you are
a badge number,
but here you are a
name. And everyone
knows your name.”
According to Chief
Moon, that’s the way
it should be.

“We’ve always taken
pride in being a fullservice department,” Moon says. “You see agencies
going back to community policing. We’ve never left it.”
Moon has been with the department since 1990 and
has served as chief since 1994. Today, he leads a highly
professional 16-employee department that encompasses patrol, investigative, and court services divisions.

keys in their cars. Most agencies don’t do that anymore. But it’s a little extra thing that we offer that
makes a big difference to our citizens.”
Oakwood Police provide a number of similar personal
services rarely seen in larger cities. The department’s
Vacation Security Check is yet one more example.
“If you’re going to be out of town, we’re happy to
patrol by your home and keep a watchful eye for any
suspicious activity,” Moon says. “It gives our residents
peace of mind, and it’s one less thing to worry about
on vacation.”

• Trust your intuition. If certain
people or surroundings make
you fell uneasy, leave the
area or avoid the person.
• Be alert to your surroundings.
Do not become a target to
someone by having your
back turned when loading
packages in your car. Look
around at all times.

Residents are asked to fill out a form at the Oakwood
Police Department office that includes information
about your home, what cars will be there, what lights
will be left on, and how long you’ll be away. You’ll also
need to leave a cell phone number where you can be
reached.
Another ongoing program of the police department
focuses on our community’s growing population
of older citizens, some of whom may suffer from

Moon was recently appointed to the Advisory Board of the Northeast Georgia Police Academy and the
Assessors Board of the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police. The academy advisory board assists with
planning of training activities for the academy recruits. Moon is one of four members of the GACP assessors
board that helps cities with the selection process of police chiefs, as well as some higher level promotions.
The philosophy of the department is straightforward:
Serve our citizens. “We go above and beyond what
most agencies do,” Moon says. “One example is that
we carry Slim Jims to help citizens who have locked

Safety tips

Department Spotlight: Oakwood Police

Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. To help
ease the mind of a spouse or caregiver, Oakwood
Police upon request will record and file information
on citizens with dementia – just in case they should

wander away from home. “It makes everyone feel a
little more comfortable about this tough situation,”
Moon says.
For a department and city of the size of Oakwood,
our local police carry a reputation as one of the most
professional departments anywhere, and we’re fortunate that they’re “here to serve.”
Please know that you can turn to Chief Moon and
his department with any questions or concerns. For
more information, call the department directly at
770.534.2364.

City hosting YMCA Healthy Kids Day
Come celebrate YMCA Healthy Kids® Day on Saturday, April 17,
at Oakwood City Park – and join the J.A. Walters Family YMCA
and the City of Oakwood in the fight against childhood obesity.
This fun event, the nation’s largest health recognition day for
children and families, is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at both
the Oakwood City Park and the J.A. Walters Family YMCA at
2455 Howard Road in Gainesville.
The YMCA Healthy Kids Day offers fun, engaging and creative
activities for children and families while promoting year-long
2

wellness and healthier living. Enjoy a day filled with excercise
through outdoor recreation, healthy snacks, face painting, crazy
hair and physical challenges for the whole family. YMCA Healthy
Kids Day events are free and open to the public.
Across the country, more than 1,750 YMCAs will celebrate
Healthy Kids. Last year, more than 700,000 people participated
in the events nationwide, enjoying games, classes, demonstrations,
arts and crafts, educational resources, healthy treats, giveaways
and more.

Rain and cold slowing work on Thurmon Tanner
Work on the Thurmon Tanner Parkway extension has been slowed considerably by rain and
bitterly cold weather this winter.
However, this important project is nearly 20
percent completed and still on schedule to be
wrapped up by December 31 of this year. As
the weather warms this spring, you should notice
work activity begin to pick up. Grading of the

road is currently underway as well as work on
drainage systems.
The Thurmon Tanner Parkway will set the stage
as the primary commercial district under the
Oakwood 2030 plan. The road will run parallel
to I-985 between Spouts Springs Road in Flowery Branch and Atlanta Highway in Oakwood.

Find your role: Volunteer opportunities available
Want to get more involved in your community?
The City of Oakwood is looking for a few good
people to serve on a variety of committees and
boards in the coming year.
Currently, positions are open on the local Housing Authority, Ethics Board, Events Committee,
and Beautification Committee.
Apply for the Housing Authority and Ethics
Board on our website, CityOfOakwood.net.
The City Council approves appointees to both
boards. Each meets on an as needed basis.

for the 10th
No property tax increase taining all
ain
consecutive year while m
ffing increase.
City services with no sta
85 interchange
GDOT completion of I-9
project at Exits 16 and 17.
er Highway into
GDOT widening of Wind
four lanes.
kwood South
New traffic signal at Oa
e.
Industrial Park entranc
eetscape project
Funding obtained for str
in downtown area.
Winder
Extended sewer service to
Highway corridor.
umanity home
Completed Habitat for H an.
ter
for a disabled Vietnam ve

3

urmon Tanner
Began construction of Th
Parkway extension.

The Events and Beautification committees are
both under organization. With the Events Committee, we are looking for ideas for community
events and volunteers. The Beautification Committee will look for ways to spruce up areas such
as our gateways into town. City Manager Stan
Brown makes appointments to these committees.
If you are interested, contact Tangee Puckett at
tpuckett@CityOfOakwood.net or Tabitha Dial
at tdial@CityofOakwood.net. You also can also
reach them byy p
phone at 770.534.2365.
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Census time: Stand up
and be counted
There’s an old
saying about the
importance of
standing up and
being counted.
Now is the time.
The U.S. Census
population count
will be taken this
year, and it is important to our community that every one of
our citizens be represented in the final numbers.
Conducted every 10 years, the U.S. Census provides insights
into population trends and demographics. More importantly,
the federal government uses census numbers to determine
the amount of federal funds allocated annually toward local
programs and services, such as community development grants
and road projects. Georgia uses census information to distribute funds for its state programs and community projects.
In addition, the census determines the number of representatives we have in the U.S. House of Representatives and the state
of Georgia House of Representatives.
To ensure the most accurate count, the City of Oakwood is
working with Hall County on the Local Update Census Address
program to help census forms reach the correct addresses.
“It helps make a better and more accurate census,” Oakwood
Planning Director Larry Sparks says. “Local governments have the
opportunity to review addresses and make sure they are correct. It is a more efficient way to get maximum participation.”
The City of Oakwood encourages each household to participate by filling out the census survey and returning it promptly
by mail. The 2010 Census form features 10 basic questions, so
it only takes a few minutes to fulfill a very important civic duty
to your community, state and nation.
Census forms will be mailed in March. National Census Day is
April 1, which is also the preferred due date for all forms to be
completed and returned. From April to July, census takers will
visit households that did not return a form by mail.
If you do not receive a census form, or if you have any questions about the survey, please contact the U.S. Census Bureau
questionnaire assistance center at 866.872.6868.

We are also considering a Movie in the Park and a Concert in
the Park for the spring or summer. Both would take place at
the City Park on Railroad Street.
If you have a suggestion or would like to help, please contact
Tangee Puckett at tpuckett@CityOfOakwood.net or Tabitha
Dial at tdial@CityofOakwood.net. Tangee and Tabitha can
also be reached at 770.534.2365.

continued on page 5

• Water reuse – This is the new buzzword
in communities throughout the country
as environmental standards increasingly
require sewage to be treated and
returned to the water basin for reuse.
Sewer is the vehicle that allows these
standards to be met.
Sewer partnerships
Oakwood has been in the sewer business
since the early 1980s, although our role has
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• A greener environment – At some point,
septic tanks – the less-stable alternative to
sewer – will fail with age. Sewer is much
safer and friendlier to the environment.
53
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Students will be able to take an up-close look at police cars
and fire trucks. Tours of City Hall and other government
buildings will be available. Students will have the opportunity
to ask the City staff questions. Non-profit organizations will
also be invited to set up displays and provide information on
their services.

“The primary backbone of our sewer system is in
place, thanks to the foresight of our City Council
and staff – past and present,” says Stan Brown,
Oakwood City Manager. “We now focus on
conveyance while looking forward to complete
build-out of the system by the year 2030.”
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One event coming up is City Government Day at City Park.
It will take place during Georgia Cities Week, April 18-24.
City Government Day is a great way for students to learn
about local government.

‘Hidden benefits’ of Oakwood sewer
• Controlled growth – With sewer, we are able
to attract higher quality construction such as the
new Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart stores on Mundy
Mill Road. In turn, this ensures a better quality of
life for all of us and a much stronger commercial
tax base that eases the burden on our residents.

R

Coming off last year’s successful Christmas celebration, the
City’s Events Committee is working on other community
events and would like citizen input on what you think would
be fun, family activities.

Sewer is a major and essential facet of Oakwood’s
success. And as a tax-paying citizen or a local
business leader, you should take the time to
understand its vital role in the past and future of
our community.

VE

Other events on the horizon

Oakwood’s newest sewer partnership is with
the Town of Braselton, allowing us to serve the
Winder Highway corridor to the east. With the
completion of a pump station on Martin Road
later this year, Oakwood can begin serving
anticipated needs for up to 300,000 gallons a day
– with projections for more than 2.5 million gallons
by the year 2030.

CE

For more information, contact the Oakwood Planning &
Development Department at 770.534.2365 or Keep Hall
Beautiful at 770.531.1102.

These headline developments attract a great deal
of attention and praise. However, it’s an invisible
and much less exciting project that deserves the
real credit: the construction of underground
sewer lines throughout the City of Oakwood.

M

Bags, gloves, and litter tongs will be provided. If you would
like to participate in the stream cleanup, please bring boots
or waders if you have them. The section of road and stream
scheduled for cleanup had not yet been selected in time for
inclusion in this newsletter.

While the City of Gainesville has provided sewer
treatment for the Mundy Mill area, neighboring
Flowery Branch is a partner for our residential and
commercial customers to the south of Oakwood.
These two partnerships have allowed our City to
provide sewer at much lower rates and greater
efficiency than could have been realized with
construction of our own sewer treatment plants.
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The Saturday morning event is set for 8:30 a.m. to noon.
Volunteers should meet at the Oakwood City Hall parking
lot by 8:30 a.m.

Just a few examples are the expanding campuses
of Gainesville State College and Lanier Technical
College; the new Kroger shopping center on the
Winder side of Highway 53; and the Oakwood
South Industrial Park off McEver Road. Looking
ahead, Oakwood 2030 envisions many more
gems, including a major commercial “greenway”
fronting I-985 along the Thurmon Tanner Parkway,
a new downtown with residential lofts and village
shops, and an outdoor amphitheatre.

ROA

In conjunction with Keep Hall Beautiful, the City is planning a
community stream and roadside cleanup project for May 22.

been in the delivery of sewage, not its treatment,
with our construction of sewer lines. We started
with the laying of lines in the Mundy Mill corridor
that allowed this sector to grow into the City’s
major retail artery. As mentioned earlier, the campuses of Gainesville State and Lanier Tech were
able to expand to meet growing student demand,
thanks to Oakwood’s sewer line investment.

So much of the success behind Oakwood’s
growth – as well as our initial steps under
Oakwood 2030 – is easy to spot.
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The City of Oakwood needs your help with a little spring
cleaning.

Sewer – Oakwood’s ‘Unsung Hero’
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SPECIAL EVENTS:
Stream, road cleanup
planned for May 22
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From the Mayor: ‘Better together’ in Hall County
As long as I’ve served
the citizens of Oakwood
as mayor (and that’s
longer than some of our
younger residents have
been alive), the City of
Oakwood has strived to
demonstrate the highest
level of cooperation with
the neighboring governments in and around Hall
By Lamar Scroggs, Mayor
County. Naturally, in all
areas of life, disagreements can arise from time to time.
We have practiced the steadfast approach of mutual
respect and working together and found that it bridges
most differences of opinion.
Here in Hall County, I’ve always said that we’re better
when we all stand together. The theme line on our
City emblem even states the same thing: “Building the
Future Together.” It goes beyond being good neighbors. What’s good for Oakwood is also good for Hall
County and every one of our sister communities. The
same can be said for all of Northeast Georgia as one
united region of neighbors working together.
Better together
Oakwood would not be where it is today without
the strategic and mutually beneficial partnerships that
we have held with Hall County and our neighboring
municipal governments. Today, we stand poised for

Sewer

continued from page 4

Brown adds that the recent downturn in the economy
has allowed better planning for the pent-up sewer
demand that is on the horizon. “Our careful planning
efforts also have allowed us to ensure that sewer pays
for itself in Oakwood from the users that we attract and
eventually serve,” Brown says. “From the beginning, it
has been our goal to avoid spending even one dime
of taxpayer money on the development of Oakwood’s
sewer infrastructure.”
So, as you watch Oakwood 2030 spring from the
ground over the next several years, keep in mind that
it’s the “under-appreciated” sewer underneath that truly
makes it all possible.
5

an even greater future – but it will still require working
together to get there.

industrial park, we also enjoy an excellent public-private
partnership with Pattillo Construction Co.

Our most recent government partnership with the
Town of Braselton took a big step forward late last year
in an effort to provide necessary sewer infrastructure
up the Winder Highway corridor. We’ve conducted
similar sewer arrangements in the past with both
Gainesville and Flowery Branch – partnerships that
benefited the entire county because they helped
produce higher quality growth, additional revenues,
and a better quality of life for all of us.

Tourism: Our City partners with the Lake Lanier Convention and Visitors Bureau to attract outside dollars to
Oakwood and our region. We also are working with
the CVB to establish a new Visitors Center at our newly
completed Exit 16.

Here are a few more examples:
Education and fire services: Oakwood could not
begin to provide such a quality school system and fire
services to our residents without the partnership with
Hall County. The same is true for our local libraries,
animal control and other critical services provided by
Hall County. This has allowed our City to focus better
on our core municipal services such as public works and
police.
Sales taxes: Oakwood’s retail base generates significant
sales taxes for Hall County. But we also benefit from the
sales taxes generated throughout the rest of the county
that are shared by all. Sales tax revenues are helping to
jump-start our City’s master plan.

Parks and recreation: The City of Oakwood is beginning our fourth year of partnering with the local YMCA
on an aquatics program at our community center.
Gainesville State College and Lanier Technical
College: We are proud to have these two fine
institutions in our community and have maintained
a close relationship through the years. We’re now
excited to be working together with Lanier Tech
toward future construction of an Adult Learning
Center that will greatly benefit our residents.
The list goes on and on, but I feel sure you get my
message. In coming through this recession, we must
continue to work together as we build a better future
for our children. We must always focus on what is best
for all of Hall County and this region, no matter what
town or local community you happen to claim.
It’s just a plain and simple fact of life. We’re all better
together.

Economic development: With a need for economic
development expertise, Oakwood is well-served by
our Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce. At our City

CityOfOakwood.net continuing to grow
The website is only a few months old but we believe
it is already well on its way to becoming a website that
provides the greatest possible convenience, service
and accessibility to City Hall.

and provide a convenient resource for our citizens. In
the special events section, we plan to keep you up to
date on the latest goings-on such as concerts, meetings and other community events.

Recently, we’ve added features ranging from a simple
trash-cart request form to online access to the City’s
entire Municipal Code. We plan to further expand
our existing department web pages with additional
helpful documents and forms, while adding future
sections for a community directory and special events.

The City’s
website will be
ever-changing,
so plan to
click here often
and discover
what’s new.

The community directory will highlight local businesses, churches and non-profit organizations in our area

Employee Spotlight:
Corporal Danny Sridej
Oakwood PD’s 2009 Officer of the Year
How do you receive honors as
Officer of the Year after barely
two years on the local police
force?
According to Oakwood’s police
chief, Corporal Danny Sridej
(pronounced See’-da) earned it
the old-fashioned way with a lot
of hard work and dedication.
“Corporal Sridej hit the ground
running and hasn’t turned back,”
said Chief Randall Moon. “He has
worked unceasingly to ensure
that each case gets the proper attention and closure.”
Corporal Danny Sridej was recently
named Oakwood’s Officer of the Year.

Oakwood officials meet with
Crawford Oaks residents
Great things are happening in Oakwood these
days, and City officials are always looking for opportunities to share updates one-on-one with citizens.
Most recently, Oakwood City Council and City staff
met with the Crawford Oaks Homeowners Association to provide residents of the neighborhood with
an update on City services, finances, future growth,
transportation and Oakwood 2030.
“We truly believe in open government,” City
Manager Stan Brown said. “It is important to keep
our residents up to date on all that is going on in the
City so there is less misinformation out there.”
At the meeting, some Crawford Oaks residents
realized they were not taking advantage of the

A native of Thailand, Danny Sridej was a video engineer in
Atlanta considering a job with the government when a friend
suggested he try police work. That intrigued him enough that
he volunteered for the reserve program with the Fulton County
Sheriff ’s Department. Afterward, he went on to become a uniformed officer with Fulton County before spending five years as
a police officer in Gwinnett County.

It helps, too, that he thoroughly enjoys what he does. More
than finding and arresting criminals, he sees his job as helping
people. His interactions with the community are of great value
to him, and he always strives to gain trust with the people he
serves. And in the multi-cultural character of growing Oakwood,
it doesn’t hurt that he can interact in five languages other than
English: Thai, Laotian, German, Turkish and “a little Spanish.”
“Some people are afraid to speak out when they need help,”
says Sridej. “They cannot get help unless someone is actively
trying to help them.”
Danny Sridej wants to be that someone – especially for abuse
victims and children in harm’s way.
continued on page 7

6

Others asked questions about slowing the speed
of drivers using their neighborhood streets as a
cut-through. The City staff appreciated the feedback and agreed to further discuss solutions with
residents.
That type of cooperation between the City and
its residents is what makes Oakwood such a great
place to live, according to Carole Moores, president
of Crawford Oaks Homeowners Association.
“When I say I am so glad I live in Oakwood, I am not
being flippant,” she says. “I’ve always wanted to live
in a small town like this. I grew up in a small town,
and
a I’ve loved everything
we
w saw from this City.”
For
F information on scheduling
in an Oakwood information
t meeting for your
neighborhood,
please
n
contact
Assistant City
c
Manager
Patti Doss-Luna
M
at 770.534.2365.

When you talk with Officer Sridej, one of the first things you
notice is a relaxed, friendly disposition – that, in a job most
would consider highly stressful.
“I see the problems caused by stress,” he says, “and I don’t let
stress get to me. I try to keep my body healthy; I don’t smoke or
drink; I get plenty of rest; and I don’t dwell on negative thoughts.”

trash collection and recycling program. This convenient service is covered by City taxes.

City’
City’
Cit
Ci
ty’s

Oakwood plays host to GMRC monthly meeting
Group learns about Oakwood 2030
Representatives from 13 counties and 38 municipalities in Northeast Georgia learned about our
Oakwood 2030 master plan when the City of
Oakwood hosted the Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission’s monthly meeting here on Jan. 28.
City manager Stan Brown gave a presentation to
85 regional representatives and explained how our
award-winning master plan will re-invent the City
over the next two decades.
“Oakwood 2030 is a good example of a city
creating a master plan for its future development,”
GMRC Executive Director Danny Lewis said. “It’s a
visionary plan that creates a well-planned down-

town area, as well as a commercial center along
Thurmon Tanner Parkway. It does all this while
protecting the small-town way of life.”
The Georgia Mountains Regional Commission is a
quasi-governmental regional planning organization.
It assists local governments with planning, community and economic development, geographic information systems, and human resources. The organization also provides technical assistance, a revolving
loan fund, retreats for councils and commissions,
transportation, and historic preservation planning.
The GMRC Council meets monthly to discuss issues
concerning member governments.

Building the Future Together: Sheri Clark Millwood

Sheri Clark Millwood has served as a community
volunteer for the City of Oakwood for 25 years.

Sheri Clark
Millwood’s family
roots run deep
in Hall County.
How deep?
Her ancestors
here date back
to 1812. Clark’s
Bridge as well
as Clark’s Bridge
Road in North
Hall are named
after her family.

Sheri is now growing her own deep roots in the City of
Oakwood with her commitment to civic service.
Over the past 25 years, Sheri has served the City in
a variety of ways, including the Oakwood Planning
& Zoning Commission, the Oakwood Development
Authority, and Oakwood City Council. She also chaired
the Oakwood Centennial Celebration in 2003 and

Danny Sridej

most recently assisted with the City’s local downtown
Christmas celebration.
“I’ve always been involved,” Sheri says, “because I love
my city. I receive a blessing by being involved, and I
appreciate that they allow me to do it. I truly believe
in this community.”

the Planning and Zoning Commission. For example,
the City is currently planning a series of community
events. You could find a volunteer role with one of
those events; something that you like doing. Then
you’ll experience how much fun it is to get involved.”

Participating in the community brings many rewards,
Sheri says. An example is this past year’s Oakwood
Christmas Celebration.

Sheri has always remained close to home. She is a
graduate of all local schools – Johnson High School,
Gainesville State College and Brenau University.
Currently, she is based here as a commercial real
estate broker with Wayne Clark Real Estate.

“We had such a good time with our Christmas event this
year,” she says. “Watching the children’s faces when they
saw Santa and seeing how much fun everyone was having as they walked around and talked to neighbors – it
was like family getting together to celebrate Christmas.”

Her husband, Tony, is also a Hall County native.
He is a mortgage lender with Bank of America
Home Loans. And yes, Tony is involved in the
community, too. He serves on the Oakwood
Housing Authority.

Sheri encourages everyone to get involved in the
community, no matter how big or small the role.

Our hats are off to both Sheri and Tony for lending
their time and talents to Oakwood – and setting such
a fine example of community service.

“There are so many opportunities out there,” she says.
“You don’t have to serve in an official capacity such as

continued from page 6
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Early in 2009, Sridej became the first Drug/Gang investigator for
Oakwood’s police department. Despite his quick rise in rank and
responsibility as the primary investigator in the Investigative Division, Corporal Sridej does not speak ambitiously
toward climbing the ladder ever higher.
His long-term goal?
“My goal is to continue to do a good job as a police officer
and be happy at what I’m doing. If opportunity opens up,
that’s fine. But it’s not about money or position. My goal
early on was to be a detective. I’m glad I made that.”
Officer Sridej credits his co-workers and superiors with
making the job he does gratifying. “I really appreciate the
support I get from everyone, from my peers, my Captain
and the Chief, and on up to the City Council and Mayor.”
Corporal Sridej is happily married to Cheri, his wife of 22
years. They have four sons, ranging in age from 15 to 26.
Congratulations to Danny Sridej – Oakwood’s Officer of
the Year, 2009.
7

Oakwood High School owned the first school bus in the state of Georgia in 1921.
Its first driver was Ernest H. Tanner who was paid $20 a month to take students to
and from school. Ernest’s daily route covered 44 miles. Students gather around the
Photo courtesy of the Hall County Library System
bus at the school for a group photo.
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Citizen questions & answers
■

■

What are the benefits of having my property
annexed into the City?
The biggest benefit is the service provided by
the City. You can count on police protection,
trash and recycling collection, street maintenance and recreational services. In addition,
Oakwood citizens are able to save money on
services such as trash collection, for example,
when compared to private services. As a
resident or business, you also are eligible to tie
onto the City’s sewer system. Our City staff is
very accessible and always responsive to
questions and requests.
What is the procedure for annexation?
First, the applicant’s property must be contiguous to the current Oakwood City limits. The
applicant then must fill out an annexation
application form for review by the Oakwood
Planning Department. The planning staff will
make a recommendation on annexation and
zoning to the Oakwood Planning Commission.
The Oakwood City Council conducts the final
review and decision on the annexation request.
You can find further information on the annexation process, including an application form, on
the Oakwood website, CityOfOakwood.net.
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■

■

Who can I contact if a streetlight goes out
in my neighborhood?
Our Public Works staff regularly monitors
City streets for streetlights that are not working. To assist us, please report streetlight
outages by notifying our Public Works
Supervisor, Jason Spencer, at 770.534.2365,
ext. 34. If it’s more convenient, simply e-mail
him at jspencer@CityOfOakwood.net.
How do I rent one of the Community
Center buildings?
The Oakwood Community Center is a great
setting for a local meeting or family gathering.
The center features two buildings on Railroad
Street at the City Park. Building No. 1 has
enough room for 55 people with a complete
kitchen (including a food-preparation island)
and restrooms. Building No. 2 can accommodate up to 25 people; it has a restroom
and a partial kitchen with no stove. Tables
and chairs are provided in each building. For
more information or to reserve space, please
call 770.534.2365.
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City of Oakwood
Post Office Box 99
4035 Walnut Circle
Oakwood, GA 30566

Planning & Development
PLANNING DIRECTOR
Larry Sparks, Ext. 32
lsparks@CityOfOakwood.net

770.534.2365
f: 770.297.3223
CityOfOakwood.net
comments@CityOfOakwood.net

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT
Joe Hayes, Ext. 33
jhayes@CityOfOakwood.net

MAYOR
H. Lamar Scroggs

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
Teresa Sexton, Ext. 31
tsexton@CityOfOakwood.net

City Council

Public Works

Gary Anderson, MAYOR PRO TEM
Martha Collins
Sam Evans
Ron McFarland
Montie Robinson, Sr.

PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR
Jason Spencer, Ext. 34
jspencer@CityOfOakwood.net

City Manager’s Office

CHIEF OF POLICE
Randall Moon, 770.534.2364
rmoon@CityOfOakwood.net

CITY MANAGER
Stan Brown, Ext. 24
sbrown@CityOfOakwood.net
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
Patti Doss-Luna, Ext. 25
pdoss-luna@CityOfOakwood.net
CITY CLERK
Tangee Puckett, Ext. 21
tpuckett@CityOfOakwood.net
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
Tabitha Dial, Ext. 23
tdial@CityOfOakwood.net

Police Department

POLICE COURT/CLERK
Charles Wilson, Ext. 21
cwilson@CityOfOakwood.net
CAPTAIN
Andy Smith, Ext. 23
asmith@CityOfOakwood.net
LIEUTENANT
Rick Whaley, Ext. 24
rwhaley@CityOfOakwood.net

