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Be a partner in Oakwood’s future

We would like to invite your company to be 
an ad sponsor of this newslett er along with the 
City of Oakwood. Please call Patt i Doss-Luna at 
770.534.2365, ext. 25 to reserve your sponsorship.

You only get one chance to make a fi rst impression, and 
the City of Oakwood wants to make it a great one.

We have embarked on an ambitious eff ort to spruce up 
the gateway corridors leading into our City, not only for 
our visitors but for the enjoyment of our citizens, too. It’s 
all part of the Oakwood 2030 Gateway Initiative, which 
begins in the fall and will continue over the next 10 years.

“Th e aesthetic improvements will promote a sense of 
pride and community,” Oakwood City Manager Stan 
Brown said. “It also will help create an environment that is 
appealing to residents and businesses in the City.”

Th e Gateway plan involves dressing up all major roads 
at the City limits through public/private partnerships as 
well as state grants when available. Th e City already has 
recently received a $50,000 grant from the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation for landscaping around the 
northbound ramp on the I-985 exit at Mundy Mill Road. 

Part of our plan is to create an att ractive template for 
signage, landscape, streetscape and lighting that ensures 
a consistent look and leaves no doubt that you’re enter-
ing the Oakwood community.

Building these entry ways is only the fi rst step. Our 
Public Works Department is 100 percent committ ed to 
continuing to keep these corridors looking their best. To 
assist in this eff ort, we already have taken over roadside 
maintenance duties from Georgia DOT on all state roads 
entering the City. Th is action was taken in the wake of 

state budget cutbacks that limited Georgia DOT’s ability 
to maintain grass cutt ing and clean-up.

Developing local regulations and standards for roadside 
signs also is in the works. We don’t want the gateways 
into the City clutt ered with temporary signs.

With beautifi cation plans already in the works, you’ll 
soon see we plan to make the most of our fi rst impression. 
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Th e green stars on the map show the gateway entry points into Oakwood that 
will be enhanced over the next several years. Th e City is developing a signage 
and landscaping theme to give the gateways a uniform look. 

Citizens planning 
community events 

2 0 1 0  E V E N T S

•  Community Christmas Celebration
•  Fun Run      •  Bike Race      •  Car Show

Our Community Events Committ ee is hard at work 
planning events to bring Oakwood citizens together 
for fun and camaraderie. Th is group recently held its 
fi rst meeting to explore ideas.

“We are looking for events that celebrate the com-
munity and provide opportunities for great fellow-
ship,” Committ ee Chairwoman Sheri Millwood said.

Th e committ ee has hit the ground running and has 
already scheduled the Community Christmas Cel-
ebration for Dec. 3rd this year. It will feature the of-
fi cial lighting of the Oakwood Christmas tree, a visit 
from Santa, fun activities for the kids, and local choirs 
singing Christmas carols, along with hot chocolate, 
toasted marshmallows and popcorn.

Other ideas under discussion for this year include a 
community fun run, a bicycle race, and a car show. 
Th e committ ee also wants to establish a fall festival 
for Oakwood similar to other community festivals 
during that time of the year. Th e fi rst Oakwood Fall 
Festival is slated for 2011.

“We want to start with a few successful events and 
build on them – instead of tackling everything on 
our wish list in the fi rst year,” Millwood said. “We 

continued on page 8
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At Your Service: Parks Department
Community Center at City Park is popular for meetings, celebrations

2

Need a place for your next family birthday party, wedding reception or perhaps 
a business retreat? We’ve got the perfect local spot for you – the Oakwood 
Community Center in our City Park on Railroad Street.

During the summer, City Park is one of the busiest places around town, drawing hun-
dreds of families to the community swimming pool and playgrounds. But you might 
not realize that another component of the park, the Oakwood Community Center, 
stays busy all year round. 

“Th e buildings are booked for the weekends throughout the year,” explained 
Oakwood Public Works Supervisor Jason Spencer. His department oversees the 
two-block City Park complex that includes the City swimming pool and playgrounds.

“So if you want to reserve one of the buildings, it’s best to do so two to three weeks in 
advance,” Spencer added.

Th e Community Center consists of two buildings. Building No. 1 is the larger of the 
two with enough room for 55 people. It has a complete kitchen, including a food-

preparation island, and restrooms. Building 
No. 1 recently went through a complete 
renovation with new wall covering, fl oor, 
cabinets and paint. It looks great and provides 
a very nice sett ing for special events. Building 
No. 2 can accommodate up to 25 people; it has 
a restroom and a partial kitchen with no stove. 
Th ere are outside picnic tables at both buildings 
with access to playgrounds and a volleyball court.

Th e buildings experience a lot of use, but we are 
always looking for additional ways to take advantage of the space.

“We hope to expand usage of the buildings during the week by adding local senior 
activities, arts and craft s and other classes to enhance our services there,” Spencer said.

For more information or to reserve space, please call 770.534.2365.

Looking for somewhere cool to escape the 
heat of summer? Try the Oakwood Pool in the 
heart of town on Railroad Street, next to the 
Police Department.

Th e community pool is open from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 3 to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday. 
On Sundays, hours are 1 to 6 p.m. Th e admis-
sion is $2 per session.

When the school year starts back in August, 
pool hours will wind down to weekends only 
before closing for the season on Labor Day 
(Sept. 6).

For the past four years, the City has partnered 
with the Georgia Mountains YMCA for all pool 
activities such as swim classes and water aero-
bics. Th e YMCA has combined two summer 
favorites – swimming and outdoor movies – into 
one event. Family Fun Nights off er the oppor-
tunity to cool off  in the pool, then stretch out 
on a towel or blanket and watch an entertaining 
family movie. Our feature movies have included 
Charlott e’s Web, Th e Incredibles, Finding Nemo 
and Ratatouille. We hope to continue this 
community favorite next summer.

Back in June, the local YMCA coordinated 
a Luau that featured beach volleyball and a 

cookout. Local families also enjoyed the July 3rd 
Block Party, which included a cookout, a movie, 
beach volleyball and other games.

If you have an upcoming special event such as a 
birthday, you are welcome to reserve the Oak-
wood Pool all to yourself. Th e pool is available 
for rent on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays from 
6 to 8 p.m., unless a Movie in the Park is sched-
uled. Cost to rent the pool is $35 an hour – plus 
$10/hour for a lifeguard. If more than 25 people 
are att ending, plan for more than one lifeguard.

For more information, contact the YMCA 
offi  ce at 770.297.9622 and mention the 
Oakwood Pool or visit the Recreation & 
Leisure page of City of Oakwood’s website, 
CityofOakwood.net.

Th e economy may be slow 
in some areas of the country, 
particularly in the retail sector, 
but Oakwood is still att racting 
new stores.

One of the biggest announce-
ments is newcomer Tractor 
Supply Company, one of the 
fastest growing retail chains in 
the country. Tractor Supply 
is moving into the former 
Food Lion store in the College 
Square shopping center on 
Mundy Mill Road.

Tractor Supply operates retail 
farm and ranch stores in the United States, with more than 900 
retail stores in 44 states and 13,000 employees. 

Another new retail neighbor is Ben’s Discount Furniture, which 
has taken over the previous Sam’s location on Frontage Road. 
Ben’s has 17 locations in Georgia and off ers furniture for all 
rooms of your home.

In the Merchants Crossing Shopping Center, discount retailer 
Dollar Tree has moved into the former CVS drug store. Dollar 
Tree is the largest single-price-point retailer in the country, op-
erating stores in 48 states. “We had some longtime Oakwood 

Oakwood Pool is a great place to cool off New retail faces occupying 
old, familiar storefronts

es

(top) Th e City of Oakwood has two community build-
ings that are available for rent. (bott om) Public Works 
Supervisor Jason Spencer shows off  the renovations 
in Building No. 1 located on Railroad Street.

Th e Oakwood Pool has att racted many visitors this summer. Th e pool 
closes on Labor Day (Sept. 6).

Th e Dollar Tree Store recently opened at the 
Merchants Crossing Shopping Center. Dollar 
Tree is the largest single-price-point retailer in 
the United States.

Living a healthy lifestyle is a big part of 
our Oakwood 2030 master plan, so we 
want to set a good example – starting 
with our City staff .

We’ve instituted a new Wellness Program 
that encourages City employees and 
their families to take advantage of our 
partnership with the Georgia Mountains 
YMCA. So far, the response has been great.

Since beginning the Wellness Program in 
April, 30 percent of our staff  has become 

members of the Georgia Mountains 

YMCA where they enjoy exercising and 
other sporting activities.

“We want to take the lead in fi tness 
and foster a healthy work environment,” 
explains City Manager Stan Brown. “Th e 
goal is to have a healthy workforce that 
reduces on-the-job injuries – and in the 
long run reduces our workers’ compensa-
tion claims and health insurance costs.”

Th e commitment has been successful so 
far, beginning with the City’s participa-
tion in the Get Fit Stay Fit Corporate 

Challenge organized by the Greater 
Hall Chamber of Commerce. Th e City 
of Oakwood team had 30 runners and 
walkers, including 17 of our 25 City 
employees.

Promoting healthy living is benefi cial to 
quality of life, which is why walking trails 
and parks are such a big part of our 
Oakwood 2030 Master Plan. We believe 
sett ing this standard of healthy living also 
will att ract new residents and businesses 
to our community.

We’re not just talking about exercise. 
We’re doing it. Please feel free to join our 
staff  on a path to a healthier way of life 
in Oakwood.continued on page 6
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As a lifelong resident of 
Oakwood, I’ve person-
ally witnessed so many 
changes in and around 
our town, dating from 
all the way back to the 
creation of Lake Lanier 
to today’s bustling retail 
corridor along Mundy 
Mill Road.

Meanwhile, more change 
is coming. But contrary to what you may think, not 
everything about our future revolves around growth.

Working together with numerous community partners 
inside and outside Oakwood, our City Council and 
staff  are focused on building an even stronger sense of 
place and community. We certainly don’t want to fall 
into the trap of other communities so overwhelmed by 
growth that they lost their hometown identity.

In fact, the Oakwood 2030 vision plan that has re-
ceived so much att ention over the past two years was 
driven by our desire to create and maintain a commu-
nity where people not only work here but also live and 
enjoy small-town life.

Th is newslett er provides just a few examples of our 
most recent eff orts to create and maintain this special 
“live-work-play” environment.

I’m very excited, for instance, about the formation of 
our Community Events Committ ee headed up by 
Sheri Millwood, a longtime Oakwood supporter and 

volunteer. Sheri and her committ ee are brainstorming 
a number of future festivals and activities designed to 
bring us all closer together in fellowship.

I want to encourage anyone who is interested in par-
ticipating in this planning eff ort – or simply has a good 
idea for a hometown event – to contact me or any 
member of our City Council and staff . 

Th e Events Committ ee has come up with several great 
ideas, but I’m particularly pleased about plans for 
our fi rst Oakwood Fall Festival in 2011. In addition to 
bringing neighbors together, a fall festival provides the 
opportunity to introduce new visitors to our community.

Autumn festivals are tremendously popular every year 
throughout the Northeast Georgia mountains. And 
with our well-placed location as a gateway to those 
mountains, Oakwood has an incredible opportunity 
to be the starting point that festival goers from Atlanta 
and elsewhere visit as part of their annual rite of fall.

Another outdoor event that really took off  this summer 
is our downtown Family Fun Night, which involves a 
late aft ernoon swim capped off  by a movie on the 
lawn at the Oakwood Pool. What a great way to get 
the kids off  the sofa and away from the video games 
and TV! It’s a whole lot healthier, too.

Healthy lifestyle
And speaking of health, the Oakwood City Council 
and City Staff  are trying to set our own good example 
with the creation of a new wellness program to encour-
age bett er lifestyles. A growing number of our staff  

have become members of the Georgia Mountains 
YMCA, another one of our many community partners.

We even participated this past spring in the Get Fit 
Stay Fit Corporate Challenge, which was created as 
part of Vision 2030 by the Greater Hall Chamber to 
encourage community wellness throughout the county. 
Th e Oakwood team sported 30 runners and walkers at 
this year’s event, and we look forward to increasing our 
participation next year.

Community wellness is a key component of Oakwood 
2030 as well. In addition to the obvious health benefi ts, 
exercise typically means spending more time outside 
– which in turn gets us out of the house and closer 
together as neighbors.

Never lose sight of ‘community’
Many experts have pointed out that the recent reces-
sion has refocused people’s priorities and brought 
us back to the basics, like family and friendships, that 
enrich our lives. In Oakwood, this trend is really nothing 
new – we’ve always cherished these values, whether in 
bad times or good. 

But I want to call on all my neighbors in Oakwood and 
elsewhere to never lose sight of the importance of 
community – and of staying connected through local 
gatherings and healthy outdoor activities like I’ve just 
described.

Th at’s what makes a hometown. Th at’s what makes 
us Oakwood. 

By Lamar Scroggs, Mayor

From the Mayor: Growing closer together – and healthier – as a community

Living a healthy lifestyle is a big part of Living a healthy lifestyle is a big part of 
our Oakwood 2030 master plan, so we our Oakwood 2030 master plan, so we 
want to set a good example – starting want to set a good example – starting 
with our City staff .with our City staff .

We’ve instituted a new Wellness Program We’ve instituted a new Wellness Program 
that encourages City employees and that encourages City employees and 
their families to take advantage of our their families to take advantage of our 
partnership with the Georgia Mountains partnership with the Georgia Mountains 
YMCA. So far, the response has been great.YMCA. So far, the response has been great.

Since beginning the Wellness Program in Since beginning the Wellness Program in 
April, 30 percent of our staff  has become April, 30 percent of our staff  has become 

members of the Georgia Mountains members of the Georgia Mountains 

YMCA where they enjoy exercising and YMCA where they enjoy exercising and 
other sporting activities.other sporting activities.

“We want to take the lead in fi tness “We want to take the lead in fi tness 
and foster a healthy work environment,” and foster a healthy work environment,” 
explains City Manager Stan Brown. “Th e explains City Manager Stan Brown. “Th e 
goal is to have a healthy workforce that goal is to have a healthy workforce that 
reduces on-the-job injuries – and in the reduces on-the-job injuries – and in the 
long run reduces our workers’ compensa-long run reduces our workers’ compensa-
tion claims and health insurance costs.”tion claims and health insurance costs.”

Th e commitment has been successful so Th e commitment has been successful so 
far, beginning with the City’s participa-far, beginning with the City’s participa-
tion in the Get Fit Stay Fit Corporate tion in the Get Fit Stay Fit Corporate 

Challenge organized by the Greater Challenge organized by the Greater 
Hall Chamber of Commerce. Th e City Hall Chamber of Commerce. Th e City 
of Oakwood team had 30 runners and of Oakwood team had 30 runners and 
walkers, including 17 of our 25 City walkers, including 17 of our 25 City 
employees.employees.

Promoting healthy living is benefi cial to Promoting healthy living is benefi cial to 
quality of life, which is why walking trails quality of life, which is why walking trails 
and parks are such a big part of our and parks are such a big part of our 
Oakwood 2030 Master Plan. We believe Oakwood 2030 Master Plan. We believe 
sett ing this standard of healthy living also sett ing this standard of healthy living also 
will att ract new residents and businesses will att ract new residents and businesses 
to our community.to our community.

We’re not just talking about exercise. We’re not just talking about exercise. 
We’re doing it. Please feel free to join our We’re doing it. Please feel free to join our 
staff  on a path to a healthier way of life staff  on a path to a healthier way of life 
in Oakwood.in Oakwood.

Living a healthy lifestyle is important to city employees

3

Team Oakwood participated in the Get Fit Stay Fit Corporate 
Challenge organized by the Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce.
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Annual stream and roadside clean-up a success

City commits 
to keeping roads 
in good shape

City Government Day: 
“ This is the best day 
of my life”

You could see the wonder in their eyes as they walked down 
the hill. Wonder turned to anticipation as they caught a 
glimpse of an Oakwood Police car, a Hall County fi re truck 
and an EMS van. It’s a moment of excitement that we’ve all 
experienced as kids.

On April 30, hundreds of Oakwood Elementary school 
students got the opportunity to speak to police offi  cers and 
fi remen to learn more about what they do.

As part of City Government Day, the students were also 
treated to balloons, a picnic with hot dogs and hamburgers, 
and multiple exhibits and demonstrations from government 
and non-profi t agencies. Th e kids got the chance to sit in a real 
fi re engine, receive an honorary Oakwood Police Department 
badge, and learn about ecology, injury prevention, and ser-

vices provided by our City govern-
ment. Smiles were everywhere.

Our desire for City Government 
Day was to foster enthusiasm for 
the workings of city government. 
When one young student was 
asked whether he was having a 
good time, his eyes became as 
big as saucers and he replied, 
“Th is is the best day of my life.” 
Mission accomplished.

4

What’s the point of “going green” if you don’t also keep it clean?

Litt er casually tossed from a car window eventually comes to rest on the shoulders of 
our roads. Th rough wind and rain, much of that unsightly trash fi nds its way into the 
streams of our City. Th ere it sits, fouling the water supply, aff ecting nearby wildlife, and 
spoiling the untouched look we have come to love in our natural areas. 

To help avoid this unpleasant scenario, the City of Oakwood held its annual Stream 
and Roadside Clean-Up Day in May earlier this year. Despite an overcast sky and 
occasional light showers, local volunteers walked the streets and streams near City Hall 
collecting trash. By morning’s end, the team had bagged an entire truckload of trash.

Th e clean-up wasn’t our only ‘green’ project that day. We provided mobile shredding 
and recycling stations in the parking lot of City Hall for convenient drop-off . City Hall 

also served as a collection point 
for used computer equipment, 
televisions, and other items for 
proper disposal.

To thank our volunteers, the 
City treated them to a cookout 
of chicken and all the fi xings.

We need your help to keep our wonderful town looking good. Please consider 
participating in next year’s clean-up. In fact, if each resident worked to continually keep 
their own traffi  c areas clean, there would be far less trash, and we could get straight to 
the cookout. Join in and help us.

Few things are more annoying – and dangerous 
– for a driver than hitt ing a pothole or bouncing 
along on cracked pavement. 

Over time, all roads deteriorate to some extent. 
When and what a government does to repair and 
maintain the roads makes all the diff erence. Former 
Georgia Department of Transportation Commis-
sioner Wayne Shackelford once said that “every 
dollar spent on preventative maintenance saves $6 
to $10 that would be required to reconstruct.”

In fact, if all of Oakwood’s 39.71 lane miles had to 
be rebuilt, the cost would be well over $11.5 mil-
lion. But the City is not waiting to reconstruct roads. 
Instead, we have embarked on an aggressive 
maintenance plan to keep our roads in “good to 
very good” condition. Th is program should extend 
the pavement life for approximately seven years.

 “We want to provide a safe and well-maintained 
pavement system while extending the life of the 
pavement,” says Oakwood City Manager Stan 
Brown. “Our goal is to ensure 90 percent of our 
roads are rated good to very good. To do that, we 
are establishing a realistic fi nancial plan to meet the 
program’s funding needs.”

Currently, 92.3 percent of Oakwood city roads are 
rated good to very good, which is a 2.3 percent 
increase in the last year. Th e City will set aside ap-
proximately $200,000 annually in SPLOST money 

to fund the maintenance and continue these 
positive ratings. 

We start by conducting an inventory of our roads, 
then mapping and assessing the roads, forecasting 
costs, prioritizing improvements, scheduling work, 
and evaluating and reporting our performance. 
Taking all this into consideration, we have recently 
prepared a six-year paving program that meets 
our pavement goals and priorities.

Pavement projects for 2010 include Academy 
Street (Main Street to Oak Street); Shawnee Drive 
(McClure Drive to Shawnee Drive); Plainview Road 
(I-985 to Atlanta Highway); Pointer Court ( Bob 
White to deadend); Candlestick Lane (Township 
to City limits); McEver Road (Oakwood Road to 
Flat Creek Road); Railroad Street (Main Street to 
Allen Street) ; and Mundy Mill Drive (Mundy Mill 
Road to Oakwood Road).

Keeping our roads at their best is one more way 
we can make life a litt le bett er (and less bumpy!) 
in Oakwood.
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Oakwood Elementary students line up to head 
back to class aft er enjoying City Government Day.

Trash collected by volunteers at the annual Stream and Roadside 
Clean-up fi lled a truck.

Th ere are eight paving projects scheduled for 2010 as the City 
works to keep its roads rated good to very good.
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Taking another step forward in its long-term vision plan, 
the City of Oakwood recently announced the purchase 
of 32 acres for a new industrial park on W White Road 
near I-985. 

Th e land acquisition, authorized by the Oakwood 
Development Authority, allows the City to immediately 
initiate plans to move its Public Works Department to 
the new site, making room downtown for further devel-
opment under the Oakwood 2030 vision plan.

“We will dedicate the fi rst four acres of this new indus-
trial site to our Public Works division,” said Stan Brown, 
Oakwood’s city manager. “Th at allows us to relocate such 
equipment as our sanitation trucks and trash containers 
to a more appropriate area and, more importantly, away 
from downtown.”

Brown added that the relocation of Public Works had 
been planned as part of Oakwood 2030 to open up 
the downtown for future development of a town com-
mons, retail shops and a neighborhood village. 

Th e Public Works facility currently occupies about a third 
of a city block behind the downtown Police Depart-
ment. Demolition of the building and construction of the 
department’s new home will begin in 2011, Brown said.

Th e City’s new industrial park is located south of town 
on W White Road near Georgia Precast Concrete and 
just north of ICI Paints’ Glidden plant. Th e land was 
purchased from the owners of the RS Senter Trucking 
Company, which formerly operated on the site and has 
since relocated. 

Brown said the City already has talked to a number of 
potential private-sector partners about developing the 
park for manufacturing prospects.

“Th e property is rectangular in shape and the topog-
raphy really lays well with mostly pastureland – such 
that only a minimal amount of site preparation will be 
required,” Brown said. “Within the park, we could envi-
sion development of as many as eight diff erent sites for 
smaller manufacturing facilities.”

Th e Oakwood City Council recently rezoned the prop-
erty from M-1 (light industrial) to M-2 (heavy industrial) 
to allow greater fl exibility for development, Brown said.

City secures industrial site as part of Oakwood 2030 vision plan

Railroad Street has spruced up with a new look – just in 
time for summer activities in the heart of downtown.

Making good use of a grant from the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation, the City recently rolled out new 
sidewalks and crosswalks in addition to new landscaping 
in the two-block area between Allen and Main streets. 
Other recently updated features for Railroad Street 
include repaving work and a fresh coat of paint for 
striping what is one of our busiest local thoroughfares.

Th e streetscape project provides a sneak preview 
of more to come as the Oakwood 2030 master plan 
begins to take shape. Creating a consistent and appeal-
ing look for all streets in our downtown area is a key 
component of our vision plan.

Wet update for Th urmon Tanner Pkwy
Rain, rain, go away. Over the last few months, rainy 
           weather has slowed work on the Th urmon 

Tanner Parkway extension.
Reinforcement of the roadway’s 
rock foundation is taking longer 
than expected due to recent 
heavy rains. Drier weather is key to allowing this founda-
tion to dry and set.

Nevertheless, road crews have secured a base foun-
dation in a few areas along the road extension and 
installed curbing at those same locations. Daily paving 
operations are underway and will continue for most of 
the summer.

Th e completion date for this important component of 
Oakwood 2030’s commercial corridor is still set for 
Dec. 31. 

Th e extended parkway ultimately will run parallel to 
I-985, stretching from Atlanta Highway in Oakwood to 
Spout Springs Road in Flowery Branch.

Braselton sewer pump station
Construction work also continues on the new 

Oakwood sewer pump station on Martin Road as part 
of a major partnership between Oakwood and Braselton.

Braselton will be providing wastewater treatment for up 
to 2.5 million gallons a day for Oakwood commercial 
and residential customers. Th e pump station will send  
wastewater from sewer customers in the Winder 
Highway corridor to the Braselton treatment plant.
Construction of the system began last fall and is now 
nearly 40 percent complete. 

Oakwood City Manager Stan Brown, left , and Public Works Supervisor Jason 
Spencer discuss plans for the City’s new industrial park on W White Road. Th e 
Public Works Department will be moved to the new site.

Th e City has given Railroad Street a makeover, thanks to a Georgia DOT 
transportation grant. 

“ The City Council and staff are very excited 
over this strategic land acquisition. From 
an acreage standpoint, it may be a small 
industrial park but it is so signifi cant because 
it represents yet another big step toward 
fulfi lling our Oakwood 2030 program.”

— Oakwood Mayor Lamar Scroggs

ll i hi f d

BEFORE

Railroad Street gets a makeover 
with new sidewalks and landscaping
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We all know how violent storms, even tornadoes, pop up at a 
moment’s notice in our area. A severe-weather warning system is 
critical to public safety, and it’s the motivation behind the City’s 
ongoing eff ort to secure additional protection.

Working with the Hall County Emergency Management Agency, 
Oakwood has applied for a $25,000 grant to add additional 
severe weather warning sirens for our community. If the Georgia 
Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) approves and awards 
the grant, the City will match the funds to purchase and install 
three new warning sirens. GEMA plans to announce the grant 
winners later this fall.

“We want to provide bett er warnings for natural disasters,” says 
Oakwood City Manager Stan Brown. “We have three sirens 
currently serving our area. With this grant, we can provide much 
broader coverage to our citizens.”

William Wright, deputy director for the Hall County Emergency 
Management Agency, says the outdoor warning system is one of 
the best ways to alert citizens of potential tornadoes. However, it 
should not be considered the only defense.

Wright encourages every citizen and business to purchase an 
NOAA weather radio for additional personal protection. While 
weather sirens get your att ention, weather radios provide specif-
ic storm-related details and instructions.

If Oakwood is successful with its grant application, the warning 
sirens would be placed near Oakwood Elementary, Martin Road 
at Winder Highway, and Hall County Fire Station No. 5 at Martin 
Road and Falcon Parkway. Warning system sirens currently are 
located at South Hall Middle School, Gainesville State College 
and West Hall High School.

If you would like more information regarding disaster prepared-
ness, please visit Hall County’s Emergency Management Agency 
website at hallcounty.org/ready.
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Employee Spotlight: 
Omar Madrigal

To say that Public Works employee Omar 
Madrigal has a lot of variety in his job would be 
an understatement.

His list of responsibilities is quite lengthy. 

Here is the condensed version: Omar drives the 
City of Oakwood garbage and recycling trucks; 
he patches potholes in the roads; he keeps up 
the grounds at City Hall and City Park; he main-
tains public right-of-way areas on streets around 
town; he clears out ditches of obstructions… 
well, you get the idea. Omar is a very busy man 
around town.

“But that’s what I like about the job,” says Omar, 
who has worked with our City for almost a year. “I enjoy the work, plus I’m so 
busy that before you know it, my work day has ended.”

However, there are times when Omar’s days go well beyond standard quitt ing 
time. Recently, for instance, he was assisting Public Works Supervisor Jason 
Spencer well into the night when a tree fell across Oakwood Road in town. It’s 
all part of the job.

Staying busy and active is nothing new to Omar. Just a couple of years ago, 
the 2008 Johnson High graduate participated in Knights football, soccer, and 
wrestling as a student, all the while maintaining a 3.9 grade point average as a 
member of the school’s BETA Club.

In fact, one of his BETA Club duties was to clean the Johnson High stadium 
aft er home football games. So aft er a long night at linebacker and fullback, 
Omar would faithfully trudge off  the fi eld and up to the stands to fulfi ll his 
other obligation.

“We had to have a certain number of volunteer hours for the Beta Club and 
one of our projects was picking up the stadium trash,” he explains. “It made for 
a long night.”

Omar was also a prett y good soccer player. He was a defender on the Johnson 
team that went to the state playoff s three times and reached the Elite Eight 
once. “I played defense on soccer because I was usually too aggressive,” he says.

Asked what he does in his spare time, Omar laughs a litt le and says he simply 
fi nds more work around the house. He and his wife, Elizabeth, recently bought 
a new home, and he enjoys all the litt le jobs that come with home ownership.

Whether it’s cutt ing grass or gett ing rid of garbage, Omar works around the 
clock to keep Oakwood looking good.

Th ere are a few things Omar says that Oakwood citizens can do to help him 
do an even bett er job: Start by bagging your garbage before placing it in the 
City-provided garbage container. Also, please don’t put furniture on the side 
of the road – the City is not able to pick up unwanted furniture.

Every litt le bit helps the City of Oakwood – and Omar – keep the streets and 
neighborhoods looking good.

Public Works employee Omar Madrigal 
performs a lot of duties for the City.

Gainesville State College 
helps middle school students
improve academically

stores like Sam’s and CVS relocate to other 
locations in town. Th is opened up space 
in some of our more prominent shopping 
areas,” says Oakwood Planning Director 
Larry Sparks.

Th ey are not the only new businesses in 
town. At the Kroger Shopping Center on 
Winder Highway, the Happy Chef Chinese 
restaurant and Royal Lakes Family Dentistry 
have opened. 

Oakwood’s retail sector also is witnessing 
the renovation and expansion of an 

existing shopping center on the western end 
of Mundy Mill Road. Developer Joe Hadavi 
is planning to refurbish the Domino’s Pizza 
storefront with a more modern look while 
adding another 2,000 feet of space to the 
existing 7,000 square-foot location.

In the commercial arena, Fricon USA 
recently moved into the Oakwood Industrial 
Park off  McEver Road. Fricon manufactures 
air conditioning units, ice machines and 
refrigeration systems. 

Welcome new businesses.

New retail faces… continued from page 2

Some of the students around the Gainesville 
State College campus might look a litt le 
younger this summer.

Approximately 120 academically at-risk middle
school students are at GSC for the Summer 
Scholars Institute, a program the college has 
off ered for 15 years. Students from Hall, 
Barrow and Habersham counties take part in 
what is basically a summer academic camp to 
help improve their overall academic skills.

Students, who are recommended by their 
school counselor, enter the Summer Scholars 
Institute aft er their seventh grade school 
year and make a three-year commitment 
to the program.

“We’ve had great retention which gives the 
students a leg up for the next school year,” 
said Dr. Martha Nesbitt , president of Gaines-
ville State College. “Th eir teachers tell us they 
see improvement. It’s a really strong program 
that is completely supported by gift s from 
the community.”

Th ere has been no down time at the college 
this summer as Gainesville State played host 
to the Women’s Leadership in Public Service 
Institute and continues work on its new 
academic building.

GSC partnered with Rutgers University’s 
national NEW Leadership network for the 

women’s leader-
ship program 
that teaches 
college women 
about politics and 
policy making to inspire them to get involved 
in leadership roles in public service. 

New academic building
Construction is well underway on the new 
130,000-square foot academic building. For 
a decade now, Gainesville State has been 
the fastest-growing college in the state. To 
help meet the growing need for classrooms, 
construction began last November on the 
building that will house the school’s divisions 
of Fine Arts; Education, Health, and Wellness; 
and Business. It is scheduled to be complet-
ed in the fall of 2011.

From 2000 to 2009, Gainesville State’s enroll-
ment grew 170 percent – which was the fast-
est increase in the University System. Th ere 
were approximately 6,500 students enrolled 
last fall and the school is expecting close to 
7,000 for this fall.

Gainesville State College President 
Martha Nesbitt  leads the fastest growing 
college in the University System.

We’re proud of our neighbor and 
partner, Gainesville State, and greatly 
appreciate the educational opportuni-
ties that it provides to our community.
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During times of 
emergency or a 
natural disaster 
such as a tornado, 
it’s important to 
know you can 
count on your 
neighbors.

David Kimbrell, 
Chief for Hall 
County Fire 
& Emergency 
Services and 

Emergency Management Director, also under-
stands the importance of neighbors, especially 
during a crisis. In fact, he’s ready, just in case, with a 
program that builds a network of citizens specially 
trained and equipped in disaster preparedness. 

Th e Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) Program educates residents 
throughout our community with training in basic 
disaster response skills such as fi re safety, basic 
search-and-rescue methods, and disaster medical 
operations. With this instruction, CERT trainees 
are on standby to assist their neighborhood 

or workplace in the event of a community-
wide emergency. 

“We’ve trained more than 300 people in the 
county to be CERT members,” Kimbrell said. 
“Th ey are taught to take care of themselves 
fi rst, then their neighbors, and then to check 
their neighborhood.”

Th e trainees are supplied with a CERT vest and 
hard hat as well as basic emergency equipment. 
So, they’re ready to go when needed.

“In a disaster situation, we would defi nitely rely on 
our CERT network,” Kimbrell said. “For example, 
if a storm were to destroy a neighborhood, we 
would immediately contact our CERT representa-
tive for that area. Th at person is trained to advise 
us on the severity of such situations and help 
us develop an appropriate level of response 
and assistance.”

CERT training is provided through the Hall 
County Emergency Management Agency under 
the direction of William Wright, Hall County’s 
Emergency Management Coordinator. If you 
are interested in the CERT program, contact 
Wright at class@hall-cert.org  or call 770.531.6838.

We all know how violent storms, even tornadoes, pop up at a We all know how violent storms, even tornadoes, pop up at a 
moment’s notice in our area. A severe-weather warning system is moment’s notice in our area. A severe-weather warning system is 
critical to public safety, and it’s the motivation behind the City’s critical to public safety, and it’s the motivation behind the City’s 
ongoing eff ort to secure additional protection.ongoing eff ort to secure additional protection.

Working with the Hall County Emergency Management Agency, Working with the Hall County Emergency Management Agency, 
Oakwood has applied for a $25,000 grant to add additional Oakwood has applied for a $25,000 grant to add additional 
severe weather warning sirens for our community. If the Georgia severe weather warning sirens for our community. If the Georgia 
Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) approves and awards Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) approves and awards 
the grant, the City will match the funds to purchase and install the grant, the City will match the funds to purchase and install 
three new warning sirens. GEMA plans to announce the grant three new warning sirens. GEMA plans to announce the grant 
winners later this fall.winners later this fall.

“We want to provide bett er warnings for natural disasters,” says “We want to provide bett er warnings for natural disasters,” says 
Oakwood City Manager Stan Brown. “We have three sirens Oakwood City Manager Stan Brown. “We have three sirens 
currently serving our area. With this grant, we can provide much currently serving our area. With this grant, we can provide much 
broader coverage to our citizens.”broader coverage to our citizens.”

William Wright, deputy director for the Hall County Emergency William Wright, deputy director for the Hall County Emergency 
Management Agency, says the outdoor warning system is one of Management Agency, says the outdoor warning system is one of 
the best ways to alert citizens of potential tornadoes. However, it the best ways to alert citizens of potential tornadoes. However, it 
should not be considered the only defense.should not be considered the only defense.

Wright encourages every citizen and business to purchase an Wright encourages every citizen and business to purchase an 
NOAA weather radio for additional personal protection. While NOAA weather radio for additional personal protection. While 
weather sirens get your att ention, weather radios provide specif-weather sirens get your att ention, weather radios provide specif-
ic storm-related details and instructions.ic storm-related details and instructions.

If Oakwood is successful with its grant application, the warning If Oakwood is successful with its grant application, the warning 
sirens would be placed near Oakwood Elementary, Martin Road sirens would be placed near Oakwood Elementary, Martin Road 
at Winder Highway, and Hall County Fire Station No. 5 at Martin at Winder Highway, and Hall County Fire Station No. 5 at Martin 
Road and Falcon Parkway. Warning system sirens currently are Road and Falcon Parkway. Warning system sirens currently are 
located at South Hall Middle School, Gainesville State College located at South Hall Middle School, Gainesville State College 
and West Hall High School.and West Hall High School.

If you would like more information regarding disaster prepared-If you would like more information regarding disaster prepared-
ness, please visit Hall County’s Emergency Management Agency ness, please visit Hall County’s Emergency Management Agency 
website at hallcounty.org/ready.website at hallcounty.org/ready.

More weather sirens being sought
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Building the Future Together: 
David Kimbrell — Hall County Fire & Emergency
CERT Program trains neighbors for emergencies
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David Kimbrell is the Chief for Hall 
County Fire & Emergency Services and 
the Emergency Management Director.

Th is map shows sites of existing severe-weather warning sirens in the Oakwood area as well 
as planned sites for new sirens.

HALL COUNTY FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES: BY THE NUMBERS

•  Hall County Fire & Emergency 
Services protects 394 square miles, 
more than 173,000 citizens and 
approximately 600 miles of Lake 
Lanier shoreline.

•  The department operates 
15 stations. Three are in the 
Oakwood area on Falcon 
Parkway, McEver Road 
and Winder Highway.

•  The department 
employs more than 
300 fi refi ghters and 
emergency medical 
technicians.

Summer is a fun time for vaca-
tions but it’s important not to 
spoil your trip by leaving your 
home vulnerable to crime. To 
avoid tempting a break-in or 
burglary, the Oakwood Police 
Department recommends mak-
ing your home appear lived-in 
while you are away.

Some helpful tips:
•  Have someone cut your 

grass if you’re away for an    
            extended vacation. 

•  Remember to order a vaca-
tion-stop for your newspaper 
and mail delivery – or have a 
friend pick them up.

•  Add motion sensors for 
outside lights and timers for 
indoor lights to give the look 
of someone being home.

•  When away for an extended 
time, take advantage of our 
community’s Vacation Security 
Check program. City residents 
are invited to fi ll out a form at 

the Oakwood Police Depart-
ment offi  ce that includes 
information about your home, 
what cars will be there, what 
lights will be left  on, and how 
long you’ll be away. You’ll also 
need to leave a cell phone 
number where you can be 
reached. During your absence, 
Oakwood offi  cers carry a copy 
of this form in their cars and 
make notes each time they 
drive by and check your home.

Crime safety tips from Oakwood Police
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  When does the City Council meet?  
Th e City Council meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second Monday of each month in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall. An agenda for each 
meeting can be found on the city website 
CityOfOakwood.net under the News 
& Meeting Calendar tab prior to the 
meeting date.

  During a recent thunderstorm, I lost some tree 
limbs in my front yard. Will the City pick them 
up for me? 
Yes. Tree limbs are collected the last Friday of 
each month. To be picked up, the limbs must 
be smaller than six inches in diameter and 
at least three feet in length. Please place the 
limbs curbside no more than two days prior to 
pick-up. If any limbs are not collected, you are 
responsible for removing them within 24 hours. 
Th e city will not remove trees or clean up aft er 
a tree removal.

  How do I get a business license?  
To operate a business in Oakwood, you are 
required to have a business license. City Clerk 
Tangee Puckett  will be pleased to assist you. 
She can be reached at 770-534-2365 or 
tpuckett @CityOfOakwood.net. For your con-
venience, an application can be downloaded 
from the Taxes & License section on the City’s 
website at CityOfOakwood.net.

  Can you update me on the Oakwood 2030 
Master Plan?  
We are progressing on schedule with Oak-
wood 2030. Most of the work to date has 
involved local improvements (such as the new 
sidewalks along Railroad Street) and infrastruc-
ture projects, including sewer and roadway en-
hancements. For more details, you can review 
the article on page 5 of this newslett er for an 
update on three specifi c projects associated 
with Oakwood 2030.

Citizen questions & answers

Post Offi ce Box 99  • 4035 Walnut Circle
Oakwood, GA 30566

FPO

PRSRT STD. 
U.S. Postage 
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Permit # 47

Gainesville, GA
30501

Community Events
also are looking to partner with organizations and 
groups that want to have events in Oakwood.”

Th ere have already been a number of fun activi-
ties at the Oakwood Pool this summer, including  
                a combination swim and movie screen-

ing. Also in April, the City hosted hundreds of 
Oakwood Elementary students for City Govern-
ment Day. In May the annual community Stream & 
Roadside Clean-up was held.

We’ll keep you posted on future events.

continued from page 1
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