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From the Mayor: ‘Priming the
pump’ for even more success
On behalf of the Oakwood City Council and
staff, we are pleased to present this annual
report on the state of affairs for our community as we move forward into a new year. And
right off the bat, let me say that the “state of
Oakwood” has never been better!
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Despite the down economy, would you believe today that our community provides more
By Lamar Scroggs, Mayor
jobs – over 4,000 – than our actual population? In addition, I am proud to say we just entered our 12th year
without a city tax increase. Indeed, we are in sound financial condition,
having held the line on our $3.5 million general fund budget without a
single staff furlough or layoff.
Our tax base, of which 81 percent is commercial and industrial
property, is one big reason for our stability. Not only does that benefit
Oakwood, it also spreads the wealth throughout the surrounding
county. We are among the largest revenue generators for Hall County
government and our schools.
‘Prime time’
Looking back on 2011, you might say we focused on “priming the
pump” as our Oakwood 2030 plans continue to take shape.
Our investment in transportation, for example, has made great strides
with the newly configured Exits 16 and 17 on I-985, the widening
of Highway 53 (Mundy Mill Road) through the heart of our city, an
extensive road repaving program, and last but certainly not least – the
completion of the long-awaited Thurmon Tanner Parkway.
Thurmon Tanner really sets the stage for the key commercial sector of
our Oakwood 2030 vision plans, and the approval of design “overlay”
guidelines by our Council last year ensures that development will follow consistent, high-quality standards along this corridor as well as the
rest of our downtown area.
With these pieces in place, you can be assured that we will be working
even more intently on economic development in 2012. We want to
continue the momentum that occurred last year with such headliners
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Construction updates:

Final leg of Thurmon
Tanner Parkway sets table for economic development

“We’re hoping the completion of Thurmon Tanner Parkway will
encourage development as the economy turns around,” Oakwood
City Manager Stan Brown says. “The parkway also will help with
traffic flow for our area by completing a major transportation
infrastructure system.”

Oakwood-Braselton
wastewater update
Oakwood has completed
its part of the wastewater
partnership with the Town
An overhead view shows a stretch of Thurmon Tanner
of Braselton – ahead of
Parkway near Mundy Mill Road and Old Oakwood Road.
schedule. When Braselton
completes its segment of
the sewer line, the agreement will allow Oakwood to provide sewer
for more customers along the Winder Highway corridor. Braselton
eventually will provide wastewater treatment for up to 2.5 million
gallons a day for Oakwood.

Brown points out that the new Thurmon Tanner Parkway likely was
a strong factor in the decision of the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs to locate its new VA medical office at Tanners Creek Business
Park, which has direct access to Thurmon Tanner.

In 2011, the City installed a 7.5-mile, 12-inch force main sewer line,
a pressurized pipe that will carry sewage from the Oakwood pump
station on Martin Road to Braselton’s wastewater treatment plant.
Braselton is expected to have its part of the project completed this year.

Emphasis placed on paving program
For the past five years, the City has followed a practical approach
to street maintenance. City staff rates the condition of all streets in
Oakwood with a goal of keeping roads in the “good” to “very good”
range. In 2011, 92.3 percent of city streets met those standards with
an average rating of 81 on a 100-point scale. That’s up from 78 in 2007.

Also last year, the City began work to extend the sewer line from
Winder Highway to Smokehouse Barbecue & Catering on the
corner of Atlanta Highway and Poplar Springs Road. The sewer will
be extended 2,100 feet from Walden at Oakwood Apartments. This
sewer line extension will provide for development of vacant lots
along the new line.

The City budgeted $124,000 for street paving in 2011. Completed
projects were:
• Covey Trace (Flat Creek Rd. to Shawnee Dr.)
• Nellie Dr. (Oakwood Rd. to the dead end)
• Pebble Creek Dr. (McClure Rd. to dead end)
• Pebble Creek Lane (Pebble Creek Dr. to dead end)
• Township Dr. (Shawnee Dr. to Candlestick Lane)
• Main St. (Walnut St. to Railroad St.)

Emergency sirens added
To increase coverage of the emergency notification system in the
Oakwood area, the City added three new emergency sirens in 2011.
They are located near Hall County Fire Station No. 5 on Martin Road
at Atlanta Highway, Oakwood Elementary School, and the corner of
Winder Highway and Martin Road.

A vital part of Oakwood’s 2030 Master Plan Commercial Center is
now in place with last year’s completion of the Thurmon Tanner
Parkway extension.
The final segment of the four-lane road connected Plainview Road
to Mundy Mill Road. Now the parkway runs parallel to I-985 from
Atlanta Highway to Phil Niekro Boulevard in Flowery Branch.

For 2012, the City budgeted $195,600 for the paving program.
By spending funds to repair roads before they require much more
expensive reconstruction saves money for taxpayers in the long term.
Brown notes that every $1 spent on preventative maintenance saves
$6 to $10 over time.

Partnering with the Hall County Emergency Management Agency,
the city used a $25,000 grant from the Georgia Emergency Management Agency/Office of Homeland Security and matched it with
$34,000 from its budget.
Those sirens are in addition to ones already serving Oakwood at
West Hall High School on McEver Road, Gainesville State College on
Mundy Mill Road and the DaVinci Academy on Poplar Springs Road.

King’s Hawaiian headlines new business in 2011
King’s Hawaiian opened its bakery and
distribution center in the Oakwood South
Industrial Park off McEver Road in late 2011,
creating 100 new jobs with the potential to
add 50 more by the end of this year.
King’s Hawaiian, a family-owned company,
currently operates one production line but
2

hopes to add a second within three years.
The 112,000-square-foot plant produces
dinner rolls, sandwich and snack rolls, and
round bread.
Started 60 years ago by the Taira family in
Hilo, Hawaii, the company has undergone 29
straight years of sales and production growth.

The King’
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distribution center created 100 new jobs.

New VA Medical Office
coming to Tanners Creek

From the Mayor

Construction is expected to begin early this year on a new Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Office at Tanners Creek Business
Park on Thurmon Tanner Parkway, marking the first construction in
the Oakwood 2030 commercial corridor.

In fact, we see such great opportunity in 2012 that we are contracting with an economic development consultant to help us focus even
more on Oakwood commercial and industrial recruitment. This move
will complement our economic-development partnership with the
Greater Hall Chamber.

“We envision this to be the first of many more quality developments in this strategic growth corridor,” Oakwood City Manager
Stan Brown says.
The new 24,500-square-foot VA Oakwood Medical Office Building is expected to be completed within 18 months and will replace
the VA medical office currently located on Mundy Mill Road.
With its larger size, the new medical office building will be able
to expand its outpatient services to veterans in the Northeast
Georgia area.
Tanners Creek Business Park tracts annexed
As the City continues to implement its economic development
strategy, it annexed a 31-acre tract in the Tanners Creek Business
Park. It was the second tract in this business park to be annexed.
Brown said the City is working on annexation agreements on
other properties in the business park that have not been developed. It is an effort to prepare for additional room to grow as the
City works to attract new businesses.

Construction is set to begin on the new VA Medical Office Building this year.

Hamilton State Bank
opens operations center
Hoschton-based Hamilton State Bank,
one of the fastest-growing banks in the
state, moved its operations center to the
Oakwood South Industrial Park.
Hamilton State, which has acquired three
failed banks over the last year, needed to
relocate its operations center to a larger

Continued from page 1

as the opening of King’s Hawaiian and the future construction of a
new VA Medical Office.

We will have a lot of economic-development irons in the fire, but our
end goal remains very simple: to retain and strengthen our smalltown feel and quality of life. As you read the updates in this annual
report, my hope is the big picture will become clearer.
Because after 38 years as your mayor, my job – and the Council’s –
never gets boring. And for all our success, I am confident that our
greatest days still lie ahead, beginning with 2012.
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facility to house expanded support staff
for its 21 branches. The 25,600-squarefoot facility gives the bank room for
future growth.
Hamilton State has branches in Barrow,
Bartow, Butts, Cobb, Hall, Henry, Forsyth,
Jasper and Jackson counties, including a
branch in Oakwood off Winder Highway
in the Robson Crossing shopping center.

Other New Businesses in 2011
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Premier Printing
• O’Reilly Auto Parts
Falcon Packaging
• Pur Fitness
Dunkin’ Donuts
• BodyPlex
Verizon Wireless Retail • Perfect Temp
Wagner Service Solutions Services
Dr. Andrea Nicola Dental Office
Dr. Samuel Kwon Dental Office
Blackshear Place Baptist Church –
The Venue (Student Ministry)
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City sets ‘Downtown Overlay Design Standards’
The Oakwood City Council’s establishment last year of mandated
aesthetic standards for the downtown area received little fanfare, but
it represented a big step forward for the Oakwood 2030 Master Plan.

After

Oakwood’s “Downtown Overlay District Design Standards” ensure
that future development in the designated Downtown District will
conform to the design, direction and intent of the Downtown and
Commercial Center plans created as part of Oakwood 2030.
The standards also guarantee a high level of quality while creating a
distinctive personality for the Downtown area that sets Oakwood
apart from surrounding areas in a manner that will be appealing to
residents, businesses and visitors.
Oakwood 2030 Gateway Initiative
A little over a year ago, the City initiated a plan to improve the
gateway corridors leading into town. Funded through public/private
partnerships, the Oakwood 2030 Gateway Initiative is a 10-year plan
to create attractive entry points into Oakwood with set standards for
signage, landscaping and streetscape.
Utilizing a Georgia Department of Transportation grant, the City
completed its first Gateway Initiative project in 2011. The grant
provided for landscaping around the northbound ramp of exit 16
on Mundy Mill Road.
Another Gateway Initiative project in the works is a message board and
welcome sign at Exit 17 and Old Atlanta Highway. The sign is a cooperative effort with Gainesville State College and Lanier Technical College.

Before

Using a Georgia Department of Transportation grant, the City landscaped
the northbound ramp area of Exit 16
off I-985 as part of its Oakwood 2030
Gateway Initiative.

City Moves Public Works
The City completed a key objective for the Oakwood 2030 Master
Plan last year in moving the Public Works Department out of the
downtown area and into the Oakwood Industrial Park on W. White
Road. The relocation had been planned as part of Oakwood 2030
to open up more of Downtown for future development of a town
commons, retail shops, and a neighborhood village.
Linking Oakwood to Lake Lanier
In late 2011, the City began exploring ways to link the community
to nearby Lake Lanier. Developing areas for outdoor activities and
fostering healthy lifestyles are key components of Oakwood 2030.
Consequently, public access to Lake Lanier would be a natural fit.
This year, the City plans to continue its dialogue with local residents
who have expressed concerns about Oakwood’s proposal. The
intent of this initiative is to provide lake access to Oakwood residents
and enhance the City’s image as a lakeside community as part of its
overall master-plan growth strategy.

Fitness, Facebook, fun bring community together
As part of the Oakwood 2030 vision, the
City has placed an extra emphasis on building a sense of community. For example,
more local events and programs – such as
the downtown Christmas celebration, summer aquatics, and the community road and
stream clean-up – were started in recent
years with the end goal of bringing Oakwood citizens
together.
In 2011, the
City took
another step
forward with
the start of a
community fitness program
through an
46

The Oakwood Family YMCA opened in the fall of 2011,
offering a fitness center and classes for area residents.

expansion of its partnership with the
Georgia Mountains YMCA. One of the
Community Buildings in City Park was
converted into the new Oakwood Family
YMCA. Oakwood provides the exercise
equipment while the YMCA staffs the
center and organizes fitness classes such as
yoga, Zumba and step aerobics.
For the past five years, Oakwood has
worked with the local YMCA to provide
aquatics programs at the City’s swimming pool.
Facebook page launched
In addition to its website and
community newsletters, the
City took to social media early last year
to keep its residents informed through a
new Facebook page.
‘Like’ us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/cityofoakwood.

Community outreach, events
Throughout the year, the City’s Events
Committee organizes fun events to foster
community togetherness.

Community events for 2012
• April 7 – Georgia Force Community
Night, 7 p.m. Gwinnett Arena
• April 14 – Stream Clean-up
8 a.m.–2 p.m., Oakwood City Park
• May 4 – Government Day
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Oakwood City Park
• Oct. 6 – Secret Santa Car Show
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Hayes Chrysler
• Nov. 30 – Annual Christmas Celebration
5-9 p.m., Oakwood City Park

