Fall

Finished!
New I-985 interchange signals new era for Oakwood

There’s a new
website in town

Citizens of Oakwood, your day has finally arrived.

Along with our Oakwood 2030 master plan, you’ve
probably noticed that the City of Oakwood has
been working hard to freshen up our image. This
past year, we’ve unveiled a new city logo and
theme line, an expanded and updated City Hall,
brighter colors in our publications, and enhanced
communications such as this newsletter.
Now we’ve rolled out an all-new city website that’s
friendlier, more in depth, and much easier to use
than ever before. Click on and check it out at
CityOfOakwood.net.
Newcomers to Oakwood will find the upgraded
website to be the most comprehensive description
anywhere of life in our community, ranging from
the city’s historical roots to future plans for our new
Continued on page 2

One of Northeast Georgia’s most expensive and
largest transportation projects ever, Oakwood’s new
interchange, has been completed – two months
ahead of schedule. All lanes on I-985, Mundy Mill
and Atlanta Highway, as well as the access roads at
Exits 16 and 17, are officially open.
“It was three solid years of orange barrels on Mundy
Mill,” says Russell McMurry, the former Georgia
Department of Transportation District Engineer.
“But it was a project that is important to (Oakwood)
and I thank you for being a good partner through
the construction.”
The massive $75 million project added a new
interchange (Exit 17) on Atlanta Highway north of

The $75 million project improved traffic flow in Oakwood’s busiest areas. It adds an
interchange on Atlanta Highway north of Oakwood and new access roads between
Exits 16 and 17. It also widens Atlanta Highway and Mundy Mill Road.

Continued on page 7

Georgia Planning Association honors City’s master plan
‘Oakwood 2030’ receives first place statewide award
Oakwood 2030, the City’s master plan for the future,
has been recognized statewide by the Georgia Planning Association (GPA) with a first-place award for
“Outstanding Planning Document.”

and heart for Oakwood’s future,” said City Manager
Stan Brown. “I also want to recognize the fine work
of our public-private team for executing the Council’s
directive.”

The award was officially announced on Oct. 2 at
GPA’s fall conference at the Classic Center in Athens.
Oakwood 2030 was selected for the distinction from
among 30 nominations statewide.

The GPA award was based upon numerous criteria,
some of which included:

“On behalf of the City of Oakwood, I first would like
to credit our City Council for their vision, inspiration,

•
•
•
•

Innovation of concept;
Transferability to other areas or projects;
Quality of thought, analysis and character;
Strong effort to solicit public participation;
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We would like to invite your company to be
an ad sponsor of the newsletter along with the
City of Oakwood. Please call Patti Doss-Luna at
770-534-2365, ext. 25 to reserve your sponsorship.
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Partnering in Oakwood’s Future
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Building the future together:
GDOT’s Russell McMurry
Citizen questions & answers

At Your Service: Public Works Department
Keeping Oakwood clean & green
Of the many jobs
that the City of
Oakwood’s Public
Works Department performs
each week, the
most visible is
keeping our town
looking clean
and green.
From our solid
waste collection
Trash is collected on Mondays and
and
recycling proWednesdays, depending on your
home address.
gram to roadside
mowing and litter
pickup, the Public
Works Department works diligently to give Oakwood
its best face.
The City also helps residents with their own clean-up
by providing convenient curbside trash collection and
recycling on a weekly basis.
Trash collection
It might surprise you to learn that some Oakwood
residents don’t take advantage of the City’s trash
collection service, especially since there is no fee. The
City even supplies you with a 95-gallon roll cart trash
can at no charge. It’s all covered under your City taxes.
“We still have a number of people who don’t know
that,” says City of Oakwood Public Works Supervisor
Jason Spencer. “It’s just a matter of filling out a form
that you can download from our City website or
pick up from City Hall. We’ll personally deliver your
roll cart and start collecting your garbage within a
matter of days.”
Trash pickup is scheduled on Monday or Wednesday depending on your home address. Only daily
household garbage is collected, and all garbage must
be bagged and placed inside the cart. If you need an
extra cart, they are available for a $50 deposit.
The move a few years ago to the 95-gallon roll carts
has made a significant impact in reducing roadside
litter. Previously, residents were required to provide
their own trash cans and often trash bags exceeded
2

can capacity which resulted in roadside litter.
The larger City-provided roll carts have eliminated
that problem.
“Since going to the semi-automated collection service
with the 95-gallon roll carts, citizens have a lot more capacity to store their garbage, resulting in less street litter
and increased participation in recycling,” Spencer says.
Recycling
Recycling is contributing tremendously to the City’s
“green” effort. Our curbside recycling program, which
began in 1994, has seen participation grow in leaps
and bounds. In the past year alone, the number of
pounds of collected recycled materials nearly doubled.
Through September of this year, the City had collected
17.30 tons of recycling materials. Through the first nine
months of 2008, the City picked up 9.36 tons.
“We’ve really pushed our recycling efforts over the
last couple of years,” according to Spencer. “We used
to deliver our recycle trailer to the Hall County recycling center every two weeks, and it usually wasn’t full.
Now we take it every week and it’s always at capacity.
Recycling has simply grown at an incredible rate.”
Recycling is collected each Tuesday by the Public
Works staff and taken to the Hall County Recycling
Center for sorting and packing. Materials that may
be collected under the recycling program include
the following:
• Newspaper;
• Glass (clear, green and brown);
• Magazines;
• Aluminum cans/foil;
• Tin (steel) cans;
• Plastic bottles (PETE No. 1 and HDPE No. 2).

Other services
• Roadside mowing • Litter pickup
• Street striping
• Maintain City parks,
• Road repairs
buildings and vehicles
More information is available online at
CityOfOakwood.net. Under the City Services
tab, select Public Works or Trash & Recycling.

City offers convenient online
payment of traffic citations
You can now make online payment of traffic fines at
CityOfOakwood.net. Click the City Services tab, select
Court Services, and click the Citation Payment link.
“This makes it more convenient for people to pay their
fines and avoid a trip to our office,” said Oakwood Police
Chief Randall Moon. “We process from 80 to 120 citations
a month, so our online payment system is helping us to be
more efficient in closing out cases in a timely manner.”
The City contracts with nCourt, a private technology company, which provides this secured service at no expense
to local taxpayers. The cost of the payment process is
covered through a convenience fee that is added to the
fine when paying online.

There’s a new
website in town

Continued from page 1

downtown and corporate greenway along emerging
Thurmon Tanner Parkway.
The website’s News and Events calendar will be updated
regularly and provides a central source for City Council
and Planning Commission meeting agendas, public hearing schedules, special events, and numerous other local
goings-on. Also, for anyone with a question or desire to
review a particular city ordinance, the City has posted
our entire municipal code to the website.
If you’re establishing a business or interested in rezoning
for a development project, you’ll find everything you
need to get started with application forms that can be
downloaded and printed from the site, saving a trip to
City Hall. We’re also working diligently to provide even
greater convenience with online forms to allow applicants to file electronically from the website. A wide array
of application forms can be found within the Oakwood
website under tab sections for Planning & Zoning, Recreation & Leisure, Taxes and Licenses, and Employment.
Visit us online and let us know your feedback and
suggestions. Updates are made to the website weekly
to keep content fresh and up to date, so plan to keep
coming back and tuning in to CityOfOakwood.net
regularly for news about your community.

Early stages of Oakwood 2030 taking shape
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Parcels Agreeing to Annex
Annexation Districts
Oakwood City Limits Parcels Agreeing To Annex

Parcels Not Being Annexed

Construction of Thurmon Tanner Parkway, the centerpiece of the future Commercial Center District, is well
underway. The current construction, a 1.3-mile segment
between Plainview Road and Mundy Mill Road, will
be a four-lane parkway with sidewalks on both sides,
decorative signage and street lighting, landscaping ,
bench seating, and mast arm signals. “This is a major
piece of our Oakwood 2030 plans, so we’re excited
to see the progress so far,” Brown says.
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The City was applauded for a forward-thinking plan
that reinvents the community while preserving important elements of our history and small-town appeal.
There’s still a long way to go until the year 2030, but
the last 12 months have witnessed a lot of progress
toward the master plan. Some things you can see
(the Thurmon Tanner Parkway extension), while other
accomplishments are less noticeable (land acquisitions
and property annexations within the master plan area).

The City is allocating $1.5 million of SPLOST
money for Phase I of the program and another
$800,000 for sewer work to support the
downtown area.

ILL
D MUN DY M

When the Oakwood 2030 master plan was
announced a little over a year ago, it was greeted
with a lot of excitement and positive reviews
throughout our community.

The City has annexed 61 tracts of land in the downtown area.
For example, the City has moved forward with the
Street, landscape enhancements
downtown infill annexation of 61 separate tracts of
You will soon see the first hint of the Oakwood 2030
land to help fill in our borders. Additionally, the City has acquired 36 acres in what will streetscape and landscape plans beginning to sprout up in the downtown area. The
soon become the Town Commons under the master plan.
City Council recently approved a contract with Johnson Landscaping to complete
downtown improvements that include new sidewalks and new plantings. The work
“Securing land so we can begin phase one of our master plan is the biggest thing
will run along Railroad Street between Main and Allen streets near City Hall.
we’ve done to date,” Oakwood City Manager Stan Brown says. “Some of our focus
continues to be in the planning stages, which is certainly prudent in this down economy. “That will be our first demonstration of the kind of landscaping and high standard of
But we’re also marching ahead at a good pace in the area of implementation.”
development that we’re planning throughout the downtown and commercial areas,”
Brown said.
Financing, another key element, also has begun to take shape. The passage this year
of Hall County’s 1-cent Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST), along with
You can view the whole picture of the “Shape Of Life To Come” by clicking onto
the City’s designation of a special Tax Allocation District (TAD), were two important
Oakwood2030.com. The website includes a 3-D virtual tour of the master plan’s
successes toward funding the initial stages of Oakwood 2030.
entire 253 acres.

“The TAD is a great tool to put some capital into development that will later pay great
dividends,” Brown says. “That, along with SPLOST, will provide the seed money to
move the project forward.”

Keep watching for more news in the near future. As the City moves through each
phase of this project, we promise to keep you informed with this newsletter and
updates on the Oakwood 2030 website.

Georgia Planning Association honors City’s master plan Continued from page 1
• Use of technology in planning processes;
• Integration of sustainable practices to mitigate adverse
impacts from development and everyday living.

the same award for its planning efforts in the largecommunity division.

Laura Keyes, chair of the GPA awards committee, said
the judges were impressed with Oakwood’s visioning
process. “The City used a variety of tools and technology to develop the plan and communicate with the
public. The master plan also was well thought out
and easy to understand, making implementation very
feasible, particularly with the timing of a successful
SPLOST referendum.”

Oakwood’s City staff worked with a team of consultants to craft Oakwood 2030, a long-term master
plan for the City’s downtown and commercial center.
The plan will be carried out in phases over the next
two decades, culminating in the year 2030. Currently,
Thurmon Tanner Parkway, the commercial centerpiece
of the master plan’s Corporate Greenway, is being
extended from Plainview Road in Oakwood to
Atlanta Highway.

Oakwood’s first-place award was judged within the
small-community category. Gwinnett County won

The overall vision for the City is for creating a healthy
outdoor environment that promotes community

3

City officials Stan Brown, Lamar Scroggs, & Larry Sparks show off the GPA award.

wellness. Green space is a key component of the
plan that features several pocket parks, walking and
bike trails, an outdoor amphitheatre, gardens, and
attractive streetscape.

Apartments, new-model Goodwill store coming to Oakwood
Area thriving with variety of businesses
Traveling around Oakwood, you can’t help but notice a
few new businesses and apartment complexes starting
to pop up – hopefully a good sign that the national
recession is nearing the end.
Business development has been slower over the past
year, but the City of Oakwood has continued to grow,
which is evident in several completed or near-completed
commercial projects around town.
• Walden at Oakwood is a 300-unit apartment
complex scheduled to open by the end of this year.
It is located on Winder Highway, south of the Robson
Crossing Shopping Center (Publix).
• A new, upper-scale version of Goodwill’s chain of
second-hand retail stores will soon be open in the

newly refurbished Merchants Crossing Shopping Center
on Mundy Mill Road. The store will occupy the former
A&P grocery store site and will feature a retail center that
offers both new and used donated items with proceeds
helping to fund non-profit causes. Shoppers can find
jeans, business attire, baby and children’s clothing,
furniture, housewares and appliances at prices that are
typically below market. The facility will also have a career
development center (only in select locations) that offers
a full array of career services for residents of Oakwood
and Hall County. This opportunity to assist the citizens is
viewed as a significant addition to our community. “With
the new Thurmon Tanner extension coming right next to
the shopping center, it is really a prime location for what
will be a showcase store,” Oakwood Planning Director
Larry Sparks says.

• Oakwood Station, a new 20-suite center adjacent
Online registration helps monitor
from Wal-Mart on Mundy Mill Road, gives shoppers
new of
signs
a variety
retail options. Retailers include Game
Stop, Mundy Mill Insurance, 7 Seas Massage, Hibachi
Express, Paramount Tax & Accounting, Little Caesars
Pizza, Belton, Rite Cuts, American Deli, Metro PCS, Art
Cleaners, Radio Shack, Guilford Clinic Immediate Care,
Oakwood Nail & Spa, and America’s Mattress.
Another store in town that will benefit from recent road
construction is Nest Feathers on Mundy Mill Road.
Customers will soon have better access to the home
decor and gift store, which is located in the area affected
by the I-985/Mundy Mill construction.

New Goodwill store is moving into the Merchants Crossing Shopping Center.

City tightens rules on banners
The City of Oakwood has amended its sign ordinance in an
effort to visually clean up busy traffic corridors and better
control a growing display of temporary banners. A new
online form also is available, making it easier for businesses
to register their signs while creating better oversight and
code enforcement.

For instance, the updated ordinance now limits the display
of temporary banners to no longer than 90 days, and they
must be attached to a building. No more than three banners
are allowed at a time, and total signage used by a business
may not exceed 50 percent of the maximum permitted
signage for the location, up to a size of 100 square feet.

In recent months, roadsides in town have been increasingly
lined with temporary signs that were becoming permanent fixtures. In one instance, a business displayed a “Now
Open” sign for more than a year. The sheer number of signs
also was visually overwhelming and distracting, leading to
numerous citizen complaints.

Banners also are no longer allowed in common parking
areas of shopping centers and on the premises of multitenant commercial centers.

The City Council recently decided to take action and
address this growing concern, starting with new rules on
temporary banners. Under the City’s original banner ordinance, there was no designated timeframe for displaying
temporary banners. The new amendments set time limits
along with revised restrictions on the size and placement
of banners.
4

For more information, simply go to CityofOakwood.net
where you’ll find an easy and convenient online application
for new banners or signs. On the website menu at the left,
select the Planning & Development tab, then Applications
& Permitting. The Banner Registration Online form is at the
bottom. Although required, registration is free of charge.
If you prefer to fill out a form in person, come to the
Planning Department at City Hall.

Bandit growing up

When Bandit, the City of Oakwood Police
Department’s drug detection and tracking
dog, was profiled in the Spring Newsletter, he
was just a puppy. Bandit is one-year old now.
As you can see from this photo with his handler
Lt. Rick Whaley, Bandit has grown up.

Employee Spotlight:
Randy Kimbrell
If you live or work in Oakwood, chances
are you’ve seen Randy Kimbrell out
and about on a public works project
in your neighborhood.
Randy is a busy man who has performed a wide variety of jobs for
the City of Oakwood Public Works
Department over the past 15 years.

Randy Kimbrell completed
certification earlier this year to
become a corrections officer.

“I like being outside and working with
people,” Randy says. “This job gives me
both of those. I see a lot of the same
people on a regular basis when we are
out on a job.”

Earlier this year, Randy added yet one more duty to his job description when he became a certified corrections officer – a move that
is saving the City in labor costs. Randy now leads a four-man inmate
labor crew from the Hall County Corrections Institute in conducting
numerous street maintenance projects throughout the City. His crew
cuts grass along right-of-ways, collects litter, patches potholes, and
makes regular improvements to road shoulders.
“Randy works hard and does a great job for the City,” according to
Public Works Supervisor Jason Spencer.
Oakwood’s growth over the past several years has added citizens
and territory for the Public Works staff to serve. The use of inmate
labor is one way that the City has been able to meet the challenges.
“The City asked if I would be interested in going through the certification, and I was more than happy to do it,” Kimbrell says. “This is a
good program for our City, because we get a lot more work done
with less money.”
To become a certified corrections officer, Randy spent more than a
month at the Georgia Corrections Academy in Forsyth, Ga., earning
his certification through Basic Correctional Officer Training, then
another month of training at the Arrendale State Prison in nearby Alto.
“Randy becoming a certified corrections officer has meant a lot to the
City,” says Spencer. “If we did not have the inmates, we would have to
hire three to four people to maintain our services.”
Being outdoors is something that Randy enjoys in his spare time, too.
The lifelong resident of Hall County is an avid hunter and fisherman.
He hunts throughout the state, including a hunting club in Milledgeville, and spends time fishing on Lake Lanier.
5

Despite shaky economy,
City finances on solid ground
A quick scan of
the headlines
will let you
know what a
hard time some
governments
are having with
the recession.
Many are finding it difficult to
meet the needs
Stan Brown
Oakwood City Manager
of their citizens.
They have
been forced to cut employees and services,
and even raise taxes.
Fortunately, Oakwood does not fall into
that group. There are many reasons why,
but the overriding factor is quite simple:
A long history of conservative, sound and
consistent financial practices. The result
has been no furloughs, no layoffs, no cut in
services and no tax increase.
“We work hard to be good stewards of the
people’s money while providing the best
quality services for our citizens,” City Manager Stan Brown says. “Our citizens have
come to expect it, and we don’t intend to
let them down.”
The best evidence of the City’s sound
financial footing is the fact that its millage
rate has held at 2.48 mills since 1999. That’s
something longtime Oakwood residents
have long known and appreciated, but they
may not have stopped to think how this
streak has been accomplished, especially
under the recent recession. Here are a few
contributing factors:
• Oakwood’s tax digest is 81 percent
commercial/industrial. The City’s population has grown from 750 in 1980 to
approximately 4,400 today, creating a
much greater demand for services; but

the City’s strong commercial tax base has
eased the tax burden for everyone.
• The City staff has demonstrated versatility and a willingness to take on additional
duties, especially during slower economic
periods. Cross-training of City employees
has assisted in this effort.
• The City does not duplicate costly services
such as education and fire protection
that can be delivered appropriately by
Hall County.
• Tax collections have mostly been on
time, even during the recession. The
City’s taxpayers should be applauded
for continuing to meet their obligations
in the face of difficult times.

The City’s strong commercial
tax base has eased the tax
burden for everyone.
Meeting future budget challenges
For the near future, Oakwood elected
officials and staff believe the City will
remain in good financial shape. To make
that happen, the City must continue to be
diligent in our budget process. Therefore,
a realistic, no-frills budget of $3.285 million
has been approved for 2010.
The budgeting process was not without
challenges as this year’s operating revenue
was down due to a reduction in sales tax
and hotel-motel excise tax collections.
“Still, we were pleased to have met our
budget goals and maintained all City
services this year without a property tax
increase,” Brown says. “The economy is
showing positive signs of recovery, especially in Oakwood, but we will continue to
carefully monitor our budget as always.”

From the Mayor: All roads lead to better days ahead in Oakwood
The brilliant economists
in Washington are presently poking and pondering through reams of
financial data, looking for
the first signs of recovery
from the Great Recession.
But all they really need
to do is make a little visit
down to Oakwood.
By Lamar Scroggs, Mayor

Tanner Parkway. Under our Oakwood 2030 master
plan, this roadway will be our commercial centerpiece
with several miles of frontage alongside I-985. Already,
you can feel the excitement throughout our local
business community.
For example, the Merchants Crossing shopping center,
sitting pretty at the future intersection of Thurmon
Tanner and Mundy Mill, is well-positioned for its very
own economic stimulus and is gearing up with new
tenants and a major face-lift. Across the way at the
College Square shopping center, they’re putting up a
new sign and also getting ready for increased exposure
from the new roadway.

The first thing they’d
notice would be our newly completed interchange at
I-985 and Mundy Mill Road/Hwy. 53, which is one of
the most extensive transportation investments ever in
Northeast Georgia. It sure doesn’t take a brain surgeon
(or an economist) to figure out the enormous financial
implications created by this new transportation hub, not
only for Oakwood, but for all of Northeast Georgia.

• The recent securing of land for a new Visitor’s Center
at our Exit 16 – which will become the new gateway
to Northeast Georgia;

If those financial gurus were to arrive here by air, they
could look down and easily spot the mounds of dirt
being moved for the extension of the Thurmon

• Plans are moving along for the new Exit 14
between Oakwood and Flowery Branch at the
Atlanta Falcons complex;

Then, there’s . . .

• And an ever-increasing number of inquiries from new
industry about our Oakwood South Industrial Park on
McEver Road.
Add it all up and I think any economist would be
impressed. Oakwood is certainly doing its part to rally
the economy.
At the same time, we’ve all had to tighten our belts
just as we have at City Hall and in my own home.
But I remain optimistic that our community is better
positioned to pull through much quicker and stronger
than most other communities.
With the excitement behind Oakwood 2030 (check
out our website at Oakwood2030.com for a virtual
tour), I believe our best days are ahead.
I look forward to “Building the Future Together” with
each and every one of you.

City’s municipal code gets make-over
New slimmed-down version now available online
typically were the most difficult to review due to more
frequent updates, often involving dozens of amendments for each regulation.

Think of organizing
every relevant piece of
paperwork that you have
collected over the years.
Then take that mound
of paper, rewrite and
edit each section, and
consolidate it all into one
easy-to-read book.
That is exactly what the
City of Oakwood has
completed recently with its municipal codes.

Now, 11 large, bound books have been replaced
with one six-inch-thick Municipal Code book. All City
ordinances, resolutions, charters and development
regulations have been officially updated and codified
with all amendments, greatly simplifying the research
and reference process for citizens and staff.

Patti Doss-Luna, Asst. City Manager

The City codified its ordinances, resolutions, charters and development
regulations into a municipal code book.

Municipal codes are local laws that govern cities like
Oakwood. They include ordinances, resolutions,
charters and development regulations.

and needs changed, and working them into the
language of each ordinance.

The City undertook a two-year update of its governing codes that took hundreds of hours to accomplish.
For example, much of the work involved cleaning up
amendments that had been added as the City grew

In the past, citizen inquiries about a particular code
would require City staff to check the original ordinance,
then search through additional files for various amendments made over the years. Development standards

6

“Cleaning up our municipal code may sound mundane,
but it is very important, critical work,” says Assistant City
Manager Patti Doss-Luna. “These are the local laws that
we operate under, and this effort will help our staff be
more efficient as we prepare for the future.”
To allow even greater convenience, Oakwood’s
municipal code also has been added to the City
website at CityOfOakwood.net.

Building the future together:
GDOT’s Russell McMurry
As the Georgia Department of
Transportation District Engineer
for Northeast Georgia, Russell
McMurry has overseen many
important transportation projects that have affected
Oakwood citizens.
But perhaps none has been
more important – or visible –
than the recently completed
Russell McMurry
I-985 interchange in Oakwood,
one of the largest ever in North Georgia.
The completion of the interchange was one of the last local
jobs that McMurry oversaw as district engineer, a fine capstone
to his tenure here. He was recently promoted to Assistant
Director of Engineering for GDOT and will head design for all
projects statewide from the department’s Atlanta headquarters.

Finished!

Continued from page 1

Oakwood as well as new access roads between
Exits 16 and 17. It also involved widening Atlanta
Highway and Mundy Mill Road. The new Exit 17
onto Atlanta Highway now provides enhanced,
direct access to the Gainesville State College and
Lanier Technical College campuses.
“With six lanes open, you can already see the effect
on Mundy Mill traffic flow,” McMurry said recently.
“With Gainesville State and Lanier Tech, you have
approximately 10,000 people, including students
and staff each day. The addition of Exit 17 has
relieved a lot of that traffic from Mundy Mill.”

Other transportation projects
Phase 3 of Thurmon Tanner Parkway
Work continues on the Thurmon Tanner Parkway
extension that will link Atlanta Highway in Oakwood
to Spout Springs Road in Flowery Branch.

McMurry points out that the City of Oakwood is a leader
in transportation. He gave the current construction of the
Thurmon Tanner Parkway extension as an example.

The current road work stretches between Plainview
Road and Mundy Mill Road in Oakwood. Clearing,
grading and culvert construction has already been
completed. Meanwhile, construction of headwalls
for drainage pipes, and relocation of utilities and
water-sewer lines are well under way.

“Oakwood took the lead to do the design and right-of-way
acquisitions,” McMurry said. “It is a big investment to plan
transportation. When you do the right thing and stay the
course, it pays
off in the end. “When you do the right thing and
stay the course, it pays off in the
I think you will
end. I think you will see that with
see that with
what Oakwood is doing.”
what Oakwood
Russell McMurry, Georgia Department of Transportation
is doing.”

Thurmon Tanner Parkway is a major facet of the
Commercial Center District under Oakwood 2030
and is projected to serve as future headquarters
for corporate offices, technology companies,
and research and development facilities. When
complete, Thurmon Tanner will run from Atlanta
Highway all the way to Spout Springs Road in
Flowery Branch, allowing travel between the two
roads without using I-985.

Another future GDOT project that should be of great interest
to Oakwood residents is the proposed Exit 14 construction on
I-985 at the Atlanta Falcons training complex.

The project is on schedule for a Dec. 31, 2010
completion date.

“My experience here has been great,” McMurry said. “I really
appreciate how people in the area support transportation.”

Current construction of the Thurmon Tanner Parkway extension is
between Plainview Road and Mundy Mill Road. (bottom) The new traffic
signal and widened turning lanes have improved safety at the intersection of Mundy Mill Road, H.F. Reed Industrial Parkway and Rafe Banks Dr.
(top)

“It is a new interchange that responds to the growth in South
Hall,” McMurry said. “It is in the very beginning stages of design.”
The interchange will tie in at Thurmon Tanner Parkway
and H.F. Reed Industrial Parkway and across the interstate
at Martin Road and Atlanta Highway. No timeframe for
the project has yet been determined, but city officials are
hopeful of an announcement by next year.
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Transportation upgrades for Railroad Street
A new landscaping and streetscape project in
downtown Oakwood will provide a sneak preview
of what you can expect as the Oakwood 2030
master plan comes to fruition.
Using a transportation enhancement grant from
Georgia DOT, the City is working on improvements
to Railroad Street in the new downtown area.

The project includes new sidewalks, landscaping
and crosswalks along Railroad Street between
Main and Allen streets. The stretch includes the
City’s longtime community center, park and
swimming pool.
Traffic signal for industrial park
The City also recently installed a traffic signal on
McEver Road at H.F. Reed Industrial Parkway and
the entrance to Oakwood South Industrial Park on
Rafe Banks Drive. The turning lanes onto H.F. Reed
also were widened at the busy intersection to
better accommodate commercial traffic.
The project has improved traffic flow into the
industrial park from McEver Road and enhanced
safety and traffic operations related to West Hall
High and West Hall Middle schools.
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Citizen questions & answers
When are tax bills due?
Tax bills will be mailed out on Dec. 1 and must
be paid in full by Feb. 1. After Feb. 1, there is a
$25 penalty plus 1 percent per month for a late
payment. This year’s millage rate, 2.48 mills, has
remained the same since tax year 1999.
■

When do business and alcohol licenses expire?
Business and alcohol licenses expire on Dec. 31.
Notices were mailed on Nov. 1. For more
information, contact City Clerk Tangee Puckett
at 770.534.2365.
■

Now that my leaves have fallen, what should
I do with them?
The City does not provide leaf pick-up service.
However, composting is a great option. For information on composting, the Hall County Extension
Office is a good source. Call (770) 535-8293. If
you choose to burn your leaves, you will need a
burn permit from the Hall County Fire Marshal’s
office. Burn permits are issued from October 1
■
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through April 30. Call the Fire Marshal Burn Permit
information line at 770.536.2442.
What do I do with fallen tree limbs in my yard?
Tree limbs are collected the last Friday of each
month. Limbs may be no more than 6 inches in
diameter and not less than 3 feet in length – or
they will not be collected. Place the limbs curbside, without obstructing traffic, no more than
two days prior to pick-up. Limbs are chipped
and mulch is available free to residents. Any limbs
not collected from your home must be removed
within 24 hours. The City does not remove trees
or clean up after a tree removal.
■

Will there be a Christmas tree chipper program?
We are registered with “Keep Georgia Beautiful” as
a drop-off location. Trees can be left at the vacant
lot at the corner of Railroad Street & Allen Street
from December 25–January 9. City staff will be
giving out seedlings on January 9 in exchange for
Christmas trees from 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
■
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